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Newspaper Articles on Uptown 

Pittsburgh Press, January 25, 1984; Page B1 

. . . Soho Fight Halfway House 
Jerry Byrd 

The statement of Christina Santoro was more an appeal to 
conscience than an indictment of the program that wants to 
rent a building 10 yards from her house to help usher convicts 
back into civilian life. Of almost all the neighborhoods, she 
said, hers—Soho—is least able to withstand a center where as 
many as 24 state prisoners will begin the transition back to 
society.  

She asked if a community that is fighting alone to save itself 
should silently accept another setback.  

Ms. Santoro spoke to the city Planning Commission yesterday 
on behalf of Soho residents and of a community group known 
as Mid-Town Corridor Inc. 

The state Bureau of Corrections has asked permission to lease 
a renovated apartment building at 108-110 Miltenberger St. to 
house adult male prisoners who nearly ready for release. 

“Were not, opposed to the program, she said. “We have met 
with the Bureau of Correction and they have a good program. 
But the house would hurt what we’re trying to do.  

Ms. Santora lives on Miltenberger Street, a road of neat houses 
linking Fifth Avenue at the vacant Fifth Avenue High School 
to Forbes Ave .  

She also, lives in a community where “women are prisoners in 
their own homes,” in the shadow of a “cesspool of human and 
economic waste.” 

There’s a house of prostitution on nearby Watson Street, she 
said, and constant reports of murder, rape, robbery and 
mugging on notorious Fifth Avenue. 

She had a roomful of supporters at a public hearing yesterday. 
They nearly erupted when Sanford Pollock, a real estate 
broker who backed the request, said: “It is already an area that 
is loaded with criminals. What’s worse, to have them 
supervised or unsupervised?” 
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The program will be run by the Community Services Division, 
which operates pre-release houses at 501 N. Negley Ave. and 
535 S. Aiken Ave., Shadyside, and at 915 Ridge Ave., North 
Side. Community College of Allegheny County has purchased 
the Ridge Avenue property and that house, in operation since 
1969, has to move. 

Sal Williams, owner of the renovated apartment building at 
108-110 Miltenberger, has agreed to rent to the state with 
planning commission approval. Anthony Williams, son of 
owner said the building was renovated three years ago for use 
as apartments.  

The program brought a 15-year reputation as a good, 
unobtrusive neighbor to the commission. It is staffed by 
trained, experienced personnel, and unruly residents are 
returned immediately to jail, a representative said. 

John Bellas of Locust Street called the house “a barrier to a 
community that is wide open for development.” 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 11, 1994; Page B5 

Nothing Makes It Go Away  
Oldest Profession Has Become Toughest Problem for Uptown 

Gary Rotstein 

Positioned strategically on a main route from Downtown to 
Oakland, the women in short, tight dresses are hardly 
secretive about what brings them out onto Forbes Avenue on a 
summer evening. 

“You guys going out tonight?” one with sunglasses and a 
brown skirt reaching mid-thigh calls out to two males in a 
station wagon that slows down beside her at Forbes and Gist 
Street, a few blocks east of Mercy Hospital. 

The car stops around a corner. She approaches the passenger’s 
window. A friendly but cautious business discussion ensues. 
“You guys are cops, aren’t you?” she asks in a slow, husky 
voice, exhaling cigarette smoke. 

No, they’re not, but one is a reporter pretending to be 
interested in exchanging cash for sex. He learns that $25 
would pay for some acrobatics performed inside the car when 
driven to a relatively quiet, nearby location. She encourages a 
transaction, but the men say they have to think about it and 
drive off. 



3 

Just after 7:00 PM on a weekday, it is the third such offer they 
have rebuffed in 20 minutes of touring slowly on Forbes and 
side streets between Marion and Seneca. 

“The girls are so brazen they’ll come right out into the middle 
of the street sometimes and stop cars,” said police Sgt. Steve 
Calfo, whose officers patrol the city’s Uptown section. 

Little Seems to Help 
Residents and merchants in the strip along Forbes between 
Mercy Hospital and the Birmingham Bridge have some of the 
same concerns as counterparts in other neighborhoods—
absentee landlords neglecting their buildings, unsightly vacant 
property, drug activity and petty theft are among them. 

But they also lay claim to a prostitution problem unparalleled 
in other city neighborhoods, rivaling activity that is perhaps 
better known on Penn Avenue, Downtown at night. 

Longtime residents say they first noticed in the late 1980s that 
they were becoming hosts to an embarrassing volume of 
visible prostitution, with customers circling the neighborhood 
while looking for action. The women stand individually or in 
small groups at bus stops and other intersections, looking to 
make eye contact. 

The Uptown Community Action Group has been discussing 
the problem since its formation four years ago, highlighting 
the effort with a public pizza party and rally on street corners 
that drew media coverage one evening in May 1991. 

The solicitations have continued day and night since then, and 
local activists on a newly organized task force with 
representatives of Mayor Murphy’s administration are trying 
to tackle the issue once more with increased police vigilance.  

“This comes up at every community meeting we’ve had,” said 
Rita Leyn, a 14-year Gist Street resident and president of the 
group. “When there’s emphasis on it for a period, there’s 
reduced activity, but it’s as bad now as it’s ever been.” 

Not known as the world’s oldest profession for nothing, the 
prostitution has endured despite monitoring by residents who 
say they frequently dial 911 and arrests by city Zone 2 police 
and undercover officers working vice patrols. 
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A walking beat by a community-oriented police officer also 
hasn’t stopped it. Either the women know to work when little 
police presence is evident or they pay no heed to police 
because they rarely serve jail time for convictions. Courts and 
jails are crowded with criminals deemed more of a threat to 
the community. 

Only a Misdemeanor 
Of 278 prostitution cases brought to Allegheny County 
Common Pleas Court in 1993, only 44 led to prison sentences. 
The rest resulted in probation, dismissal or acquittal. Some of 
those charged may have served jail time while awaiting trial, 
but most would have had a nominal bond and returned to the 
streets. 

“I don’t know if it’s ever going to be resolved completely,” 
said Officer Minerva Chappell, a liaison to the Uptown 
community for police Cmdr. Gwen Elliott. 

“The problem is with the johns. As long as you’ve got the 
johns coming through there to buy, the prostitutes are going to 
be there to sell,” Chappell said. “I don’t think the city’s going 
to post anyone down there 24 hours to keep watch.” 

Residents call it a stain on the community’s reputation, 
overshadowing efforts that have been made on side streets to 
maintain and remodel tidy rowhouses. They don’t like the 
sexual bartering taking place outside their homes, and they 
don’t want outsiders to believe that the prostitutes are 
residents of the community or easily tolerated by those who 
live there. 

Businessmen who operate light manufacturing, wholesale and 
retail companies in the area say the activity is so prevalent it’s 
a deterrent to recruiting new businesses. Some believe the 
commercial district along Forbes and Fifth avenues has at least 
halted a downhill slide that began in the 1950s, and ending 
prostitution and other loitering would be an additional asset. 

“When my customers come here and get propositioned, that 
doesn’t leave a good impression for the city of Pittsburgh,” 
said Steve Gerson, head of AMG Signs, an expanding, 40-
employee enterprise that has been a fixture in the 1900 block 
of Forbes since the 1970s. 

The Uptown group believes police have attempted to address 
their concerns, although not always consistently and effectively. 
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Police from Zone 2 cite women for obstruction of traffic when 
they blatantly negotiate with motorists stopped in the street. 
Sgt. Lou Garda of the office of organized crime, narcotics and 
intelligence estimated vice detectives operating separately have 
made 100 arrests for prostitution Uptown this year. 

He said most of the city’s prostitutes were using the money to 
support drug habits, and most have had multiple arrests. “The 
problem we have is that because prostitution is a 
misdemeanor offense, the courts keep turning them back out,” 
Garda said. “The arrest is not a deterrent. Once they’re out on 
bond, they do it all over again.” 

Doesn’t Meet Standard  
He said the men who patronize the women come from “all 
walks of life,” and undercover female detectives are 
occasionally used to bust them, usually resulting in a fine. 
And when police crackdown on prostitutes in one area, Garda 
has no doubt they simply turn up in another part of the city. 

Donald E. Machen, the city’s chief magistrate for four months, 
said he agreed that the courts’ attitude toward prostitution 
should be tougher than in the past. He said he typically gives 
prostitutes probation for a first arrest if they seek drug or 
other counseling. For the next offense, he said, he imposes a 
30-day jail term and $300 fine. After that, he sets a straight 
bond of $5,000 or more and forwards the case to Common 
Pleas Court, hoping a judge imposes longer jail time. 

Machen said he cannot control the attitude of the six other city 
magistrates, but hopes they are similarly imposing jail terms 
and fines. He said that because the female inmate population 
is smaller, jail overcrowding is not as much of an issue for 
prostitution cases. 

Leyn said she’s optimistic about beefed-up police presence 
and court measures and believes city officials are listening to 
the Uptown concerns. She just doesn’t want others to write off 
the issue as trivial. 

“It doesn’t get headlines, but it’s what impacts us as a daily 
problem and puts stress on the community,” she said. “If we 
live in a democracy with the police and government 
supposedly serving us, we as a community have to say, 
‘Here’s the standards of behavior we’re willing to tolerate,’ 
and hope they’ll enforce it.” 
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Photo Caption   

A woman stands by a bus stop at the intersection of 
Forbes and Gist in Pittsburgh’s Uptown section 
during rush hour. She let several buses go by before 
leaving on foot. Ten minutes later she got out of a car 
about a block away. Several days before the photo 
was taken, she had offered a reporter sex in exchange 
for $25. Residents are making an effort to target 
prostitution in the neighborhood.  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 26, 1994; Page C2 

Publish the Names of Men Charged with 
Soliciting Prostitutes 

[Editorial] 

Uptown Community Action Group is requesting the 
assistance of the Post-Gazette in combating the problem of 
prostitution in our community. We are requesting that the 
newspaper publish the names of men who are arrested for 
soliciting prostitutes in Uptown. 

Pittsburgh police Cmdr. Robert McNielly, Zone 2, is willing to 
release this information. The Uptown Community Action 
Group is a coalition of 110 families and businesses formed four 
years ago to revitalize our community. Crime prevention is 
one of our major goals. 

We were responsible for having the state liquor store on Fifth 
Avenue closed because it was a location for public intoxication 
and drug activity. We have staged demonstrations against 
prostitution and illegal drugs. 

We continue to work closely with the police providing them 
with detailed information about criminal activity. We are 
currently working with the mayor’s public safety task force in 
a concerted effort to combat prostitution. 

Quite simply, the prostitutes will be put out of business if they 
lose their customers. We think that men will be deterred from 
soliciting prostitutes if they know their names will be 
published. 

The PG routinely prints names of individuals who are arrested 
for other crimes. Prostitution is so prevalent in Uptown that it 
has become a major factor impacting our families and 
businesses daily. 

—Rita Leyn, President, Uptown Community Action Group, Uptown 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 23, 1996; Page A-22 

Prostitution Sting Operation Is Cleaning Up a  
Community Plague 

[Editorial] 

I am pleased that the Pittsburgh police department is finally 
taking seriously the prostitution problem that has plagued the 
Uptown community for the past several years. 

The sting operations, which have received the media’s 
attention because of some high-profile arrests, though long 
overdue, seem to be successful. 

During the periods of the sting operations, the “real” 
prostitutes aren’t as visible on Uptown’s streets. 
Unfortunately, during the off-sting periods, the prostitutes are 
out in full force plying their trade. It is to be hoped that 
arresting the “Johns,” and thereby taking away the demand, 
will diminish the supply of hookers on our streets. 

Unfortunately, the court system is not treating prostitution 
with the same seriousness. What is bothersome to me is that 
despite very lengthy arrest records of the hookers, they are 
continually released by the city magistrates.  

Just as soon as they are released, they are back on our streets. 
If a person can be sentenced by a judge to six months in jail for 
allegedly slamming the door to the courtroom, certainly these 
prostitutes can be sentenced to some period of time.  

—John J. Chapman, Uptown 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 19, 1998; Page C-6 

Developer Planning Lofts Uptown 
Dan Fitzpatrick 

A young real estate investor wants to build new lofts in an old 
part of Pittsburgh. Chris Mooney, 27, has signed a contract to 
buy the five-story Joseph Milch Building at 1029 Fifth Ave., 
Uptown, from a partnership that includes Morty Milch.  

Milch, reached yesterday, declined to discuss the details. 

“Everything is too premature,” he said. The 96-year-old 
building sits on the block between Washington Place and 
Congress Street, surrounded on three sides by Chatham 
Center, Duquesne University and the Civic Arena. 
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Mooney, who lives in Regent Square but works as a commercial 
real estate consultant in Philadelphia during the week, plans to 
convert the vacant space into four lofts, each averaging 2,600 
square feet and featuring ceilings as high as 15 feet. 

Mooney’s project is the latest in a string of loft conversions 
near the city’s core. Most are in the Strip District. For example, 
developers Eve Picker and Steven Mosites Jr. are planning loft 
housing in a six-story Strip District warehouse at 2839 Liberty 
Ave. Ben and Joedda Sampson are developing 34 lofts in a 
turn-of-the-century warehouse at 2901 Smallman St. 

And, a team led by Oakland architect Joel Kranich is 
converting an old cigar factory at 28th and Smallman into 12 
loft units. Picker was the first developer to complete such a 
project Downtown, turning a paper warehouse on First 
Avenue into lofts last year. 

“I’m thrilled that someone else is attempting this,” Picker said. 
“There are lot of challenges we face. The more we are facing 
them together, the more chance we have to move this kind of 
project along and see more residents living Downtown.” 

Mooney has 60 days to review the building. To prepare it for a 
residential-style conversion, Mooney will spend at least 
$500,000 on the windows, roof, mechanical systems and 
elevator, he said. The purchase price is close to $145,000. 

The biggest hurdle will be convenient parking. Spaces are at a 
premium Downtown. Mooney needs to buy a nearby parking 
lot or secure a long-term lease to attract tenants and make his 
project work. Mooney works for TEA Group Inc., a consulting 
firm, but the lofts are his own pursuit. 

When he was 21, Mooney converted a 19th-century North 
Oakland home to rental units and sold it. The proceeds paid 
for school at the University of Pittsburgh, he said. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 4, 1998; Page D-3 

Boarding Home Gets New Hearing 

The state Supreme Court yesterday sent a Pittsburgh zoning 
dispute back to a lower court for a new hearing. 
Commonwealth Court was directed to hold another hearing 
on whether the nonprofit agency Miryam’s should be allowed 
to turn a vacant Uptown building into a boarding home for 
women. 
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The city Zoning Board of Adjustment granted approval for a 
special zoning exception, but Councilman Alan Hertzberg, 
whose law offices are next to the vacant building on Fifth 
Avenue, appealed. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 23, 1998; Page B-1 

City Police Vice Squad Targets 2 Bars as Nuisances 
Jim Mckinnon; Torsten Ove 

The Pittsburgh police vice squad is looking to call “closing 
time” at two nuisance bars. The New Era Club in Crafton 
Heights was shut down last weekend for the second time in as 
many years. Now, the Aurora Club, Uptown, finds itself in the 
crosshairs of the vice squad’s nuisance bar task force. 

City Councilman Sala Udin has led protests against Aurora 
Club operations. The task force has received dozens of 
complaints on its hot line about the after-hours bar on Pride 
Street, including calls about fighting, aggravated assaults and 
public urination, said Cmdr. William Joyce, who heads the 
vice and narcotics squad. 

Over the weekend, a patron at the Aurora was slain while he 
sat in his car in a nearby parking lot. The shots were fired by 
occupants of another car, police said.  

No Arrests Have Been Made 
Udin has threatened to stand in the bar’s doorway to prevent 
it from operating. “There is no doubt that it is a nuisance bar 
and it is a problem,” Joyce said. “I can understand 
Councilman Udin’s frustration.” Joyce said it would be 
difficult to close the Aurora because its owners have ways to 
stay in business, such as transferring the liquor license to 
another facility.  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 27, 1998; Page B-4  

Community Festival Set Saturday 
The Uptown Community Action Group, along with Mercy 
Health Systems, will sponsor the Uptown third annual 
Community Day Festival from noon to 6:00 PM Saturday at the 
1700 and 1800 blocks of Forbes Avenue. The festival will feature 
face painting, a storyteller, food, health screenings, 
fingerprinting and photo identification for children, along with 
games, music, arts, crafts and a performance by Body & Soul.  
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Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, January 17, 1999  

Philadelphia Parking Company Buys  
Vacant Pittsburgh Athletic Club 

Dan Fitzpatrick 

 A Philadelphia parking lot operator is the new owner of a 
high-profile eyesore Uptown. Parkway Corp. paid $1.5 million 
for the Chatham Racquet & Athletic Club building, vacant for 
about a decade at the junction of Fifth Avenue, Washington 
Place and Colwell Street. 

Its plan is to raze the 24,000-square-foot building, which sits 
one block south of the Civic Arena, and use the site for a 250-
car parking lot.  

“I don’t think anyone is crying about seeing it torn down,” 
said Robert Zuritsky, Parkway’s executive vice president. 

The L-shaped site has been the subject of much real estate 
speculation over the years. 

In the early 1990s, Robert Morris College wanted to acquire 
the club and convert it into a recreation and activities center 
for its students Downtown. 

Other ideas included office buildings and shops, but none 
materialized, said Beynon & Co. President Rich Beynon, who 
helped owner Van Marc Realty of New York sell the club. 

The Chatham Racquet Club opened in January 1984 as the 
Downtown Racquet and Athletic Club and went into 
bankruptcy a year later. 

The club was purchased in November 1985 and reopened 
under the Chatham name. The club closed in 1988. 

Parkway manages and leases several parking facilities in the 
city, including the Gateway Center garage and the Smithfield 
Street and Liberty Avenue garage. 

The Colwell Street lot is the second such acquisition by an out-
of-town parking operator in the last year. 

New Mexico-based Security Capital Group Inc. recently paid 
$5 million for a one-acre Grant Street parking lot across the 
street from the City-County Building. 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 31, 1999; Page B-1 

Uptown, Our Neighborhood 
A Community Looks at Itself through the Viewfinder 

Johnna A. Pro 

For a short time last night, dreamers took over the Uptown 
intersection of Fifth Avenue and Miltenberger Street, thanks to 
five Carnegie Mellon University students whose studies in 
architecture were the catalyst for a photographic project and 
slide show involving much of the neighborhood. 

With funding from the university and the support of Excel 
Kitchen Center, Chancellor Media, Pro-Com Systems and the 
Jubilee Kitchen, the students have worked since fall on the 
project that culminated this week with a slide show of 
neighborhood places and faces projected on a billboard at the 
site. 

 
The third and last showing is tonight at 8:00. (Bring your own 
chair.) The goal was simple, said Teresa Bredehoeft, 25, one of 
the students.  

In urban design classes, students learn about bettering 
neighborhoods through such means as planting trees, 
renovating facades or adding sidewalks. But in places like 
Uptown, where many of the residents are poor, few people 
believe they can better their community. 

 
This is one of the snapshots of the Uptown area of 
Pittsburgh taken as part of the Carnegie Mellon student 
project. 
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“We were so sick of the ‘Let’s plant trees’ mentality,” 
Bredehoeft said. Fellow student Tracy Dodd, 22, added, “In 
urban design, if people think there is no hope, then there is no 
hope. But the most exciting thing is the people. Everybody 
here knows each other and cares about each other. I don’t find 
that in Shadyside.”  

With the photo project, the students—including Takako 
Tajima, 23, Nootan Bharani, 22 and Carmen Gong, 22—
wanted to show people that Uptown was a vibrant, interesting 
community. 

It was not a class project but something they chose to do on 
their own. The university’s Undergraduate Initiative program 
gave the students $1,383 for the project. 

The school’s architecture department kicked in an additional 
$500. With the money, they bought 37 disposable cameras, and 
a few weeks ago, passed them out and They started at the 
Jubilee Kitchen, persuading young people in the after-school 
program to join them. They knocked on the doors of 
businesses. They cajoled the residents. They got 27 cameras 
back and turned the photos into 720 slides for this week’s 
show.  

A photo of Hayward Smith, an elderly local resident, was 
reprinted on 1,000 postcards that were distributed through the 
neighborhood to promote the show. Smith, who is ill in Mercy 
Hospital, befriended the students, and they’ve dedicated the 
show to him. 

“He’s the nicest man,” Dodd said. “He was the first smiling 
face we saw.” 

Bill Leute, president of Excel Kitchens, gave the group 
permission to set up their equipment on the second floor of his 
building, the old Fifth Avenue High School, so they could 
project onto a billboard across the street. 

Leute also took pictures. He was easily persuaded by the 
enthusiasm the students had for the oft-maligned Uptown area. 
And although he’s been a business owner in the neighborhood 
for 15 years, he got a new perspective of Uptown. 

“There’s a lot of architecture in this neighborhood that’s just 
beautiful,” Leute said before last night’s show. “I took pictures 
at Duquesne University. 
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At Mercy Hospital. I took pictures up the alley that were just 
fantastic.” Curtis Clark of the Hill District, who formerly lived 
in Uptown, was there for the show last night. Someone took 
Clark’s picture one day, so he was anxious to see if he made 
the billboard. This is real nice,” said Clark, who mingled with 
Carnegie Mellon students who were present for the show.  

Photos: (For Four Photos) 

These photos are a few of the snapshots of; the 
Uptown area of Pittsburgh, taken by residents and 
workers who were given; cameras by students of the 
Carnegie Mellon University School of Architecture. 
The collection, intended to show positive aspects of 
the neighborhood, was; made into a slide show for 
projection onto a billboard. The last show is; 
scheduled for tonight.  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, October 4, 1999; Page A-12 

Uplift for Uptown 
Mercy Hospital Gives Its Neighbors Land for Homes 

John Hayes 

When Mercy Hospital did a survey of its neighbors in Uptown, 
it came away with the notion that besides health services, ailing 
communities might improve with a dose of land. At a transfer 
ceremony today, Mercy Health System will ceremonially 
donate five parcels of land jointly valued at $210,000 to the 
hospital’s host community, said a company representative. 

The only stipulation levied upon the gift is that the property, a 
vacant block zoned residential at the corner of Locust and 
Miltenberger streets Uptown, must be developed into five 
single-family homes priced for low- to moderate-income 
families. 

The land, adjacent to the hospital, has already been legally 
transferred to the Uptown Community Action Group, a 
volunteer organization that is orchestrating the first new 
residential development in the city’s Uptown in more than 50 
years. 

The UCAG has retained Oakland Planning and Development 
Corp. to develop the site. Steven G. Hawkins Architects is 
designing Victorian-style townhouses, each with three 
bedrooms, a porch and back yard. The projected selling price 
is $45,000 to $80,000. 
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Groundbreaking is expected to begin in the spring, and the 
homes are to be completed next fall. The hospital acquired the 
parcels incrementally in the late ’70s and early ’80s, long after 
several abandoned homes on the block had been demolished 
and a primitive basketball court had been erected. 

The transfer of deeds to the UCAG was prompted by a 1995 
survey of the health needs of Mercy Hospital’s neighbors in 
the Hill District and the Uptown bluff. 

“We suspected that their concerns went beyond diseases,” 
said Michele Rone Cooper, Mercy’s vice president of planning, 
marketing and healthy communities. “Our hypothesis was 
that they were interested in quality of life issues which, as a 
health provider, we weren’t helping them to address.” 

The survey documented several specific health care needs 
among the target group, including a malignant cancer rate 
significantly higher than Allegheny County averages and 
median rates set by US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

“But there were other issues, too,” said Cooper, “issues like 
violence prevention, isolation of the elderly, youths, drugs and 
alcohol, environmental issues and a lack of community 
housing in Uptown. 

“The housing issue really surfaced as a key issue for them . . . 
and we went to community groups and asked for specifics. 
Mercy owns several vacant properties in the area, and we 
realized that one thing we could do was to give them some 
land so they could begin to rebuild their community.” 

“They offered it to us out of the blue,” said the Uptown 
Community Action Group President Tonya Payne. “They said, 
‘If a major priority for you is housing, we can’t build the houses 
but if you want to develop it, we’ll give the property to you.’” 

 
Tonya Payne, president of the 
Uptown Community Action 
Group, stands next to property at 
Locust and Miltenberger streets, 
which will be the site of five 
homes. 

 Tony Tye, Post-Gazette     
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The real estate transfer is the hospital’s latest and most 
valuable gift to the community, but Payne said Mercy has long 
been active in community events and routinely offers space for 
town meetings. The cooperation reaches to the board level: 
Cooper has a seat on the UCAG’s board of directors.  

The property transfer turns the 270-member volunteer group 
into the city’s newest real estate developer. Two 
predevelopment loans of $11,000 each have been acquired to 
start the process: one from the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority to hire a contractor and architect; the other from the 
McAuley Institute, a funding arm of Mercy Hospital, for 
additional development costs. 

Payne said the UCAG plans to repay development loans and 
legal fees from proceeds generated through the sale of the 
developed homes, and resulting profits from the real estate 
ventures, if there are any, are expected to be minimal.  

The nonprofit group operates on an annual budget of under 
$3,000, said Payne, and all of its members and board members 
are volunteers. Solicitations for administrative costs will 
continue.  

“This is the first time we’ve been involved in any kind of 
development like this,” said Payne, a customer service 
representative with AT&T Wireless Services. “We need to 
learn what we need to learn from this experience . . . so we can 
do more projects.” 

No consideration was given to transferring the block to a more 
experienced, professional developer, said Cooper. 

“The community is interested in seeing development that 
would stabilize the community. No absentee landlords with 
no investment in the community,” she said. “Our interest is in 
families having access to houses they wouldn’t ordinarily be 
able to afford. It’s consistent with our mission to serve those 
underserved in the community.”  

Mercy has no plans for subsequent property transfers. Hopes 
are that new residential development will serve as a catalyst 
for additional neighborhood improvements. 

“It goes to our vision of what a healthy community is,” said 
Cooper. “It really is more than just the absence of disease. It’s 
all the factors that impact health.” 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, November 1, 1999; Page C-3 

Selling in Soho: Merchants Differ on Risks in Uptown 
John Hayes 

On a Wednesday, 23 cartons of cigarettes were taken from his 
Uptown neighborhood grocery. On Thursday, burglars stole 
several thousand dollars’ worth of merchandise. On Monday 
he got a phone call: “Call the police again and we’ll kill you.” 

That’s how Habib Naviwala describes the miniature crime 
wave that has plagued his Schwartz Super Market on Fifth 
Avenue in Uptown in the past two weeks. Since he opened his 
convenience store in a nearby building 13 years ago, there 
have been other incidents. 

He says shoplifting attempts occur at his store on a nearly 
daily basis. Across the street teenagers sell cartons of cigarettes 
he believes were stolen from his store, and on April 3 he was 
held up at knife point inside his shop. 

Cmdr. William Valenta of the Hill District police station is 
aware of Naviwala’s frustration but says his officers have been 
aggressive in their response to problems at Schwartz’s. 

“The Oct. 21 robbery attempt at Schwartz Super Market was 
stopped,” he said, “when two officers responding to the call 
saw something unusual and caught the criminal in the store. I 
don’t find any problems there, just heads-up police work 
resulting in the capture of a suspect.” 

A Pittsburgh Post-Gazette deliverer dropping papers in the area 
that day tipped police that Schwartz’s side door lock was 
broken. 

Officers arriving at the store shortly before 4:00 AM 
apprehended two men inside, Stanley Kennedy, 51, of Bedford 
Avenue, and Allan Monroe, 54, of Jumonville Street. Both 
were charged with burglary, possession of instruments of a 
crime and conspiracy. Both are in Allegheny County Jail. 

“I know Mr. Naviwala is frustrated with some of the things 
that are occurring, but by the same token . . . it’s not like he 
hasn’t been given any attention at all. In fact, we’ve been 
meticulous about giving him attention.” 

Just a couple of blocks down Fifth Avenue in the area 
commonly called Soho, the daily crime menace Naviwala 
describes is nowhere to be seen. 
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“I don’t know what he’s talking about,” said Sam Kamouh, 
owner of Sam’s Market. “I’ve been here 16 years with no 
problem. I’ve never been robbed, nothing. Never called the 
police one time.” 

Kamouh said his neighborhood clientele is generally very 
well-behaved, and although what appears to him to be 
prostitution and drug dealing occur on nearby blocks, no one 
has ever bothered him or targeted his store. “You treat people 
well and they’ll treat you right,” he said. 

A block away on Forbes Avenue, the Khoury family still 
running Khoury’s Market after 50 years, reports no problems 
with police or customers. 

But it’s a place that requires businesspeople who are street 
savvy, says Shane Simeral, operations manager at AMG Sign 
Co. on Forbes Avenue. A month ago he reported a break-in 
and theft of several thousand dollars’ worth of tools. Police 
response was appropriate, he says, and although he’d like to 
have his tools returned, he believes the risk of crime is part of 
doing business in Soho. 

“You have to realize where you’re going. You have to look 
around before you get out of your car and watch who’s 
coming behind you,” Simeral said. 

Bob Jones, general manager of Pioneer Supply Co. on Forbes, 
thinks there is an increasing problem, though. He says that 
five or six personal vehicles have been broken into on the 
company lot during the past two weeks. 

“In broad daylight, too,” he said. “The problem really started 
about a month ago.” When Jones called police about the car 
break-ins, he says he got the run-around. “I called the local 
police station [Hill District]” he said. “They referred me to the 
police commander, who referred me to the mayor’s office. The 
mayor’s office said they would refer the matter back to where 
we called initially.” 

“Ultimately,” he said, “there was no response. I haven’t seen a 
police car in weeks.” 

Valenta says he isn’t aware of accusations of slow police 
response to car break-in reports. Officer James Joyce staffs the 
Community Oriented Policing ministration a block away from 
noon to 8:00 PM or 3:00 PM, depending on traffic patterns, said 
Valenta. 
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And if local merchants aren’t seeing a heavy police presence 
on the streets, Valenta says there’s a very good reason. 

“There are problems down there, narcotics and prostitution, in 
that Uptown corridor,” he said. 

“We work very hard on a number of fronts including a 
uniform presence, surveillance of parking lots and a number 
of undercover operations. Maybe they’re not seeing a uniform 
presence, but there are reasons for that. We’re trying another 
avenue.”  

Valenta says that despite recent events, the undercover 
activity is having a real impact on Uptown. 

“In the past 30 days there have been five reported car break-
ins [in that area]” he said. 

“From memory, I’d say we’re averaging about eight to 10 
arrests a week [in the same district]. When I do crime mapping 
for the Uptown sections, I find the relative crime rate down. 
Despite appearances, I dispute that it’s a high-crime area.” 

Naviwala has a final worry: that his area will get better and 
he’ll get pushed out. Naviwala believes that in an effort to 
“clean up” Uptown for possible redevelopment, small 
businesses like his could get the shaft. 

Valenta disputes the idea that a high-profile sweep of the area 
would precede future development plans. 

“I think it happens at the same time,” he said. “Certainly more 
people, more business in an area tend to drive away an 
undesirable element.” 

Simeral, agrees. “Obviously redevelopment is good for 
everybody in Soho,” he said. 

“Everybody but the criminals. You get businesses opening 
around here and the [prostitutes] and dealers will take their 
business somewhere else.”  

Photo Caption 

Habib Naviwala behind the counter at; Schwartz Super 
Market in Uptown with customer and friend James Barnes; 
Naviwala has run the grocery since 1986. 
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Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, January 27, 1999  

Philadelphia Parking Company Buys Vacant  
Pittsburgh Athletic Club 

Dan Fitzpatrick 

A Philadelphia parking lot operator is the new owner of a 
high-profile eyesore Uptown. Parkway Corp. paid $1.5 million 
for the Chatham Racquet & Athletic Club building, vacant for 
about a decade at the junction of Fifth Avenue, Washington 
Place and Colwell Street. 

Its plan is to raze the 24,000-square-foot building, which sits 
one block south of the Civic Arena, and use the site for a 250-
car parking lot.  

“I don’t think anyone is crying about seeing it torn down,” 
said Robert Zuritsky, Parkway’s executive vice president. The 
L-shaped site has been the subject of much real estate 
speculation over the years. 

In the early 1990s, Robert Morris College wanted to acquire 
the club and convert it into a recreation and activities center 
for its students Downtown. 

Other ideas included office buildings and shops, but none 
materialized, said Beynon & Co. President Rich Beynon, who 
helped owner Van Marc Realty of New York sell the club. 

The Chatham Racquet Club opened in January 1984 as the 
Downtown Racquet and Athletic Club and went into 
bankruptcy a year later. The club was purchased in November 
1985 and reopened under the Chatham name. The club closed 
in 1988. 

Parkway manages and leases several parking facilities in the 
city, including the Gateway Center garage and the Smithfield 
Street and Liberty Avenue garage. 

The Colwell Street lot is the second such acquisition by an out-
of-town parking operator in the last year. 

New Mexico-based Security Capital Group Inc. recently paid 
$5 million for a one-acre Grant Street parking lot across the 
street from the City-County Building. 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 24, 2000; Page A-17 

Old Friends Bid a Fond Farewell to Meeting Place 
Johnna A. Pro 

From the outside, the old Lutz Hotel, Uptown, doesn’t look 
like much. Its red brick facade is faded, marred in spots with 
gang graffiti. Windows are broken, paint is peeling and doors 
are blocked shut. 

Inside is much the same, with chipped mosaic tile floors, falling 
tin ceilings and years of dirt and grime. Given the condition, it’s 
hard to imagine that anyone would be saddened that a two-
alarm electrical fire tore through the upper floors of the four-
story building at 1:48 PM Tuesday, causing $15,000 in damage. 

But in the 100 block of Van Braam Street yesterday, dozens of 
people looked glumly at the building, at the corner of Watson 
Street, between Forbes and Fifth avenues. Most were men. 
Most were old. Most were Black. 

They came and went in pairs or groups throughout the 
afternoon to stare at the building and wonder among 
themselves what would happen now that their club was gone. 
While the Lutz may have looked like a vacant, rundown 
building from the outside, the men had breathed life into its 
aging second-floor rooms. 

From noon on, they would arrive to spend the afternoon, 
buzzing an intercom to gain entry to a world occupied on any 
given day by 25 to 30 of their contemporaries. By 8:00 PM they 
would be gone.  

“If they don’t have this, they don’t have anywhere to go,” said 
one man who, at 52, was much younger than most. The man, 
like the others, would not give his name. He said he was a 
friend of the building’s owner, stopping by simply to check on 
the building, check on the men. 

“These are older guys. They come from the old school,” he 
said. The old school means no drugs. No guns. No violence. 
Rowdiness and fighting were not tolerated in the club. Oh, a 
game of hearts, checkers or dominoes might get spirited, but 
as the men themselves pointed out, most are too old to get in 
scuffles. They gathered at the Lutz to escape the violence of 
the neighboring streets and the young people who have little, 
if any, respect for the elderly, they said.  
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“They spent afternoons sipping wine or sodas and gambling 
among themselves. They talked of their aches and pains and 
regaled each other with tales, sometimes tall, sometimes 
poignant. 

“They had a video machine and a Ping-Pong table they 
converted into a craps table. There were decks of cards. There 
were a refrigerator, microwave and sink. Dozens of 
newspapers lay around. 

“We socialize, chat. We talk about world affairs,” said one 65-
year-old, a retired University of Pittsburgh maintenance 
employee. 

Keith Farris of Monroeville, who said he’s a concert promoter, 
bought the building in 1995, hoping that with redevelopment 
in the area he could eventually turn the property into a 
restaurant downstairs with apartments above. 

For the short term, he did some minor renovations on the 
second floor so the men from the area would have a place to 
gather. “They moved in; they’ve been there ever since. 
Basically, it’s just a place for them to have fun. They look 
forward to coming there,” he said. 

He said he was at the building late yesterday with a contractor 
and an electrician and he hopes to be able to make basic 
repairs so the men can return. 

While some neighbors told police after the fire that the Lutz 
was a gambling joint that catered to drug addicts, prostitutes 
and alcoholics, those who loafed there said it simply wasn’t 
true. 

Pittsburgh police officers who patrol the neighborhood said 
they had never been called to the building for a problem or 
heard prior complaints from neighbors about the activity 
there. Farris also denied the allegations. 

“We all know one another. All we do is keep one another 
company. Whatever we do, it ain’t about profit,” added one 
man, who was 68. 

“Together, we look out for one another.” As they stood on the 
street corner, they mulled their options. They have few. But 
they are holding out hope that their club can be repaired.  
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 27, 2000; Page C-3 

Fifth and Pride 
An old photo of Ray Burgess Jr. that was fused to the glass of an 
Uptown storefront is scraped off by Barbara Fries McCullough. 
The storefront is the site of a new Community Oriented Police 
ministration. McCullough is a Mercy Hospital admissions 
representative who volunteered to clean up the place, and 
Burgess is the son of the property owner, Ray Burgess Sr. 

The elder Burgess donated the site at Fifth and Pride because 
he and other residents wanted a central location for the 
station. McCullough and seven other volunteers from the 
hospital painted, installed a drop ceiling, sanded walls and 
cleaned windows. Neighborhood business Fairman Wall & 
Window Coverings donated wallpaper and blinds 

The photo of Ray Jr. was taken when he was 9 and had just 
won his first grand championship at a karate tournament in 
Cleveland. He is 20 now and has since won more than 500 
trophies and championship belts. 

The Burgesses at one time were thinking of putting a karate 
school in the storefront and had put photos in the window. 
McCullough, who grew up in Uptown, volunteered after 
hearing about the new station at Mercy. 

“I went down on my day off. It’s good. I saw this 
neighborhood years ago when it was a well-knit community. 
All different kinds of people lived there, and we were all 
together. Then it kind of went downhill. It’s good to see things 
turning around.” 

“We hope to open within two weeks,” Sgt. Carl Metz of the 
Community Oriented Police said. “We’re going to have a 
conference room in the back, so community meetings can be 
held there.”  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 12, 2000; Page B-10 

Udin Tries to Curb Parking Uptown Councilman  
Calls for Moratorium on New Lots from Downtown to Oakland 

Tom Barnes 

One day last year, City Councilman Sala Udin came home to 
find that something big was missing in his Uptown 
neighborhood. A building. It was a vacant former athletic club 
on Fifth Avenue, not far from Udin’s house on Colwell Street. 
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To the councilman’s surprise, it had been demolished to make 
way for a parking lot to serve the growing need for parking on 
the fringe of Downtown. 

Udin, alarmed at what he says is the spread of parking lots in 
his neighborhood, has introduced legislation calling for a five-
year moratorium on new surface parking in the area along 
Fifth and Forbes avenues from Downtown to Oakland. 

“We are trying to keep Uptown from being saturated with 
parking lots,” he said. Parking lots that already exist wouldn’t 
be affected by the measure, which came before the city 
Planning Commission yesterday for initial consideration. 

The commission postponed a recommendation on the 
proposal until September, at Udin’s request, to give residents 
and property owners a chance to comment. The final decision 
will be made by council. 

Similar actions to control parking have already been taken for 
Downtown and parts of the North Side, where residents don’t 
want their neighborhood turned into parking lots serving the 
new stadiums. 

Udin said “there is increased pressure for parking in Uptown 
and the Hill District” because of Downtown development. He 
said he’s not opposed to growth but wants it “to benefit the 
community without imposing surface parking lots all over the 
place.” 

Some Uptown property owners and parking operators, such 
as Hal Waldman, Alan Gochner and Sal Williams, questioned 
Udin’s move yesterday, saying government shouldn’t interfere 
with their property rights. “Let market forces dictate” what 
happens to Uptown, said Waldman, a property owner.  

He said it takes time to acquire enough smaller lots for a 
parcel sufficient for development, and during that period an 
owner needs the income that parking can generate. He said 
Udin’s proposal “would keep us from a significant source of 
income from our property.” 

Williams said that sometimes buildings become vacant and 
turn into crack dens or eyesores, and tearing them down for 
parking lots is better than letting them sit.  
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 19, 2000; Page A-16 

Parking Violation  
Udin Proposes a Moratorium on New Surface Lots 

[Editorial] 

It was a quarter century ago that Joni Mitchell crooned, “They 
paved paradise and they put up a parking lot.” But the angst 
in that lyric echoes today especially in neighborhoods at the 
edge of the city’s development boom. 

On the North Side, Downtown and now in Uptown, an area 
represented by city Councilman Sala Udin, residents are saying 
enough is enough when it comes to parking lots. As a result, the 
councilman is proposing a moratorium on surface-lot 
development from Fifth and Forbes Downtown to Oakland. 

Construction in the Golden Triangle is pushing parkers to 
outlying neighborhoods. While we generally support the 
Murphy administration’s Downtown revitalization efforts, we 
believe the councilman has a point when he says that 
piecemeal development of commercial surface lots, where a 
few cars park here and there, can be a visual blight and 
destroy the character of a neighborhood. 

The matter struck Mr. Udin when he headed to his Colwell 
Street residence one day and found that a former athletic club 
on Fifth Avenue had been torn down. In its place were parked 
cars.  

Mr. Udin has asked the city Planning Commission to review 
his legislation that would call for a five-year moratorium on 
surface lot development. A similar plan is in effect on the 
North Side and Downtown. His proposal strikes us as 
reasonable. It would stop a hodgepodge of commercial lots 
from springing up around Uptown and the Hill District to 
accommodate parkers. 

The key word is “commercial.” Existing business owners who 
wish to purchase buildings and tear them down to provide 
parking for their customers would still be able to do so. And 
businesses coming into the neighborhood also would be able 
to add parking for their customers. 

In both cases, the city should encourage such behavior, so that 
valuable street parking is not taken away from residents. 
Obviously, the Planning Commission should carefully review 
the proposal and analyze not only the time frame, but also the 
extent of the area it would affect. 
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But the commission should not be dissuaded from approving 
Mr. Udin’s plan by generalized arguments that parking lots can 
provide income while parcels of land are assembled for 
development. We think that’s a bogus argument. After all, no 
one ever sang, “They paved a parking lot and put up paradise.”  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 1, 2000; Page C-9 

City Council Turns the Spotlight on Parking 
Timothy McNulty 

City Council President Bob O’Connor called on the city’s 
parking authority yesterday to build a new garage at a prime 
Squirrel Hill intersection and to perform a parking needs 
study for all neighborhood business districts in the city. 

In a busy day in the City-County Building, Councilman Sala 
Udin also heard public comment on his plan to ban new 
parking lots Uptown. All the speakers opposed his bill but Udin 
pledged to keep working on the measure, which he said was 
needed to promote proper redevelopment of the struggling 
neighborhood, which links Downtown and Oakland. 

O’Connor called on the Pittsburgh Parking Authority to pay 
for a new garage at the corner of Forbes and Murray avenues, 
where a new Rite-Aid store is planned on the former site of a 
Gulf Oil station. Local businesses have been clamoring for new 
parking at the intersection—which already has two small 
garages nearby—and more than 150 of them signed a petition, 
organized by O’Connor, urging the authority to build another 
parking facility. 

O’Connor, who represents the neighborhood along with 
Councilman Dan Cohen, said he met with authority officials 
three months ago to urge them to build the $800,000 garage 
under the Rite-Aid, just as it built a similar garage under the 
Jewish Community Center adjacent to the Rite-Aid plot on 
Forbes Avenue. But the authority offered to fund only a 
portion of the construction, O’Connor said, leaving the 
drugstore and local business owners in limbo. 

“Enough is enough. This project has been stalled for too long,” 
he stated. The councilman said additional parking revenues 
created by the garage would reimburse the authority for its 
construction costs. The JCC lot generates nearly $69,000 in 
revenue per year, he said. Parking authority Director Ralph 
Horgan could not be reached. 
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On Tuesday O’Connor said he would introduce a measure 
directing the parking authority, along with the planning 
commission and the Urban Redevelopment Authority, to 
study the parking needs of all neighborhood business districts 
citywide. 

O’Connor said the study—which comes on the heels of calls 
for Main Street improvements to some of the same districts—
would review existing parking, recommend what new parking 
is needed and determine how to pay for it. His bill does not 
say how much the study would cost or how to fund it. 

For Udin, on the other hand, the question is not having too 
little parking, but too much. A bill he sponsored, approved by 
the planning commission in October, would prohibit turning 
vacant lots into parking lots Uptown for five years. The ban 
would stretch from Crosstown Boulevard to the Birmingham 
Bridge. 

Udin said he favors the bill to prevent speculators from 
buying buildings on the cheap to simply pave them over and 
provide low-priced parking for commuters Downtown. But at 
a hearing yesterday, all the testimony was against his plan. 

Parking lot operators, predictably, and other property owners 
were against the measure. They said many properties in the 
neighborhood are so dilapidated that they cannot be 
renovated, and they’re forced to raze them or face fines from 
city inspectors. 

It’s better to pave the lots and wait for development 
opportunities, they said, than to let them be covered with 
dumped trash and weeds. It’s a strategy that’s worked for 
developers before, one lot owner noted: the David L. 
Lawrence Convention Center and the USX Tower were both 
built on former parking lots. 

Sonya Payne of the Uptown Community Action Group agreed 
with Udin that residential areas of the neighborhood shouldn’t 
be dotted with tiny parking lots. But in the business district—
particularly along Fifth and Forbes avenues—she said it was 
preferable to have parking lots rather than nuisance 
properties. 

“If we have to tolerate anything, we’d rather tolerate surface 
parking lots than abandoned buildings,” Payne said. 
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Looking for compromise, Susan Golumb, the city’s new 
planning director, suggested council adopt parking lot rules 
like those used in Oakland, where the planning commission 
judges the uses of every property on a case-by-case basis, 
rather than instituting a blanket ban. Udin said he would 
consider changes to the bill before bringing it before council 
for a vote.  

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, June 20, 2001 

Uptowners Left Cold by Penguins 
Eric Hey 

The mission was this: venture Uptown and chronicle the sense 
of palpable excitement and fervent anticipation surrounding the 
Penguins’ proposed new arena. The task proved formidable. 
The Penguins are considering moving across Centre Avenue to 
a facility on the site of the old St. Francis Central Hospital. Team 
officials have suggested the nearby Fifth Avenue corridor might 
reap offshoot benefits from the new venue.  

“One thing the St. Francis site does is create some momentum 
for that Uptown area, that Fifth Avenue area,” chief operating 
officer Tom Rooney said. “There’s 150 events (annually) that 
will play this new arena.” 

Rooney’s remarks were an obvious attempt to drum up public 
support—and public money—for the arena. Still, one would 
think such comments would be well received along the 
Uptown portion of Fifth Avenue, a schizophrenic street with a 
clear line of demarcation.  

West of Pride Street, Fifth consists of a relatively quiet 
collection of clothing wholesalers, law offices, restaurants and 
parking lots. East of Pride is a clamorous collection of winos 
and working girls, stepping around or stumbling over the 
broken glass of shattered Colt 45 malt liquor forties. 

At Mr. Ribbs, a popular eatery west of Pride, assistant 
manager Ron Stanley was surprised when I asked his thoughts 
on a key Uptown business determined to move across the 
street. But he was eager to talk.  

“Oh, I think we’ll do fine over there. This is an old building 
and we’re going to a bigger, better location,” he said. In July, 
Mr. Ribbs moves to the former Dukes Locker room next to 
Pizza Milano on Fifth Avenue. 
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Stanley was less enthusiastic about the possible impact the 
Penguins’ relocation would have on Mr. Ribbs. “I really don’t 
think a new arena will affect us much one way or the other. We 
do get some people before and after the hockey games, but it’s 
not like they’re the bulk of our business.” 

At a parking lot at the intersection of Fifth and Stevenson, 
attendant Cornell Walker said he wasn’t sure the Penguins 
needed a new arena. He snorted when asked if a new facility 
would bolster the lot’s business.  

“We squeeze about 50 cars in here for the hockey games now. 
How many you think we could fit in here if there was a new 
arena?” Oh, just a guess, but about 50? “When the lot is filled, 
it’s filled,” Walker said, sporting a satisfied look on his face. 
“You can’t get any more cars in here then it’s filled.” 

Security guard Frank Kubus stood outside the old St. Francis 
ambulance entrance. A few years from now, this very space 
could be a luxury box where expensive delicacies such as 
pear-onion chutney will be devoured during intermissions.  

All well and good for the Penguins. But could a new arena 
spark new businesses and stimulate existing ones? Would a 
new arena mean much to the Fifth Avenue corridor Kubus 
gazed down upon from the St. Francis site? “No, I don’t think 
so,” he said. “Probably not.” 

Before securing public money for their new facility, the 
Penguins’ mission is this: to somehow replace skepticism and 
indifference with excitement and anticipation. Judging by the 
initial reaction of folks Uptown to the proposed new arena, it 
appears the task could prove formidable.  

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, June 28, 2001 

City’s “Bluff” Neighborhood Sees Changes in a  
Positive Direction 

David Conti 

A decade ago, Winifred Jackson moved her daughter from a 
front bedroom to the rear of her Fifth Avenue home in the 
city’s Bluff section. “We had to move it to the back because of 
the prostitutes out on the street and the drug dealers and the 
language they used,” said Jackson, 56, a Bluff resident since 
1976. But now it’s such a difference. It’s so different. Now my 
granddaughter can sleep in the room her mother should have 
been able to have.” 
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Pittsburgh police and community leaders point to the Bluff—
crunched between Oakland and Downtown—as a success 
story. Since 1996, robberies have declined by a third. Vehicle 
thefts have dropped in half.  

“There’s families here for the first time in a long time and 
that’s a blessing,” said Jackson, the housing coordinator for the 
Uptown Community Action Group. 

The crimes in the Bluff weren’t usually violent. But the thefts, 
robberies and disorderly activity prompted people to move 
out. Now, people are moving back to the Bluff. 

The neighborhood’s population jumped more than 20 percent 
during the last decade, from 3,220 in 1990 to 3,922 in 2000, 
according to figures from the US Bureau of the Census. New 
student housing at Duquesne University accounted for about 
450 of the new residents. 

A police crackdown on drug and sex crimes has reduced other 
crimes. Zone 2 Police Cmdr. William Valenta said the Uptown 
area was a primary target when he came to the zone several 
years ago. 

“We spent a great deal of time and energy down there, both 
from an enforcement standpoint and listening to the neighbors 
as to what’s going on,” he said. A daytime stroll down Fifth or 
Forbes avenues reveals plumbers, carpenters and roofers 
putting a new face on old housing instead of drug dealers and 
prostitutes. 

“We’ve been trying to weed-and-seed the bad element out and 
get new people to buy and move in who are not transients,” 
Jackson said.  

“Now we need to get cooperation from the city to build 
playgrounds and other things for them to do.” 

Some city agencies have helped. The planning department has 
helped with resources for a community garden in its fifth year 
of operation on Fifth Avenue, in front of the Jubilee Center. 

“Now that people know about the garden, they’re asking 
about it and it’s a point of pride for the neighborhood,” said 
Yvonne Jones, 32, of the Hill District, a mother of two who 
helps fellow gardeners.  
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 3, 2000; Page D1–D2 

Harry’s Not Just for Haircuts 

As a child, Harry Orlando played pool, lifted weights and 
hung out in the back room of his father’s barber shop on lower 
Fifth Avenue. 

Now Harry is the barber, but he still plays in the back room 
with his buddies. The game is pinochle, but it’s more than a 
card game that is played out at Harry’s Barbershop. For 20 
years, six days a week, people have come to play cards, 
schmooze, eat, get a haircut and just loaf. 

The barber pole twisting in the window is a beacon for old 
friends who grew up in the area and a few relative newcomers 
who recognize a special place. Before terms like male bonding, 
building community or stabilizing your neighborhood became 
popular, Orlando was making them happen in his corner of 
Pittsburgh’s Soho neighborhood. 

The shop is on the sunny side of the street, good for his spirit 
and his heat bill, Orlando points out. Large plants in the 
window are in full bloom. A large overhead fan pulls in a 
breeze through a wooden screen door. There is a crucifix over 
the door and eight clocks dot the walls, including one with the 
face and swiveling hips of Elvis Presley, and one set at Italian 
time. 

“That’s so if the pope calls, we know whether to say ‘good 
morning’ or ‘good night,’” Orlando says. 

Three barber chairs, three sinks, three dark green wooden 
cabinets and a riser for children have done proud service since 
1930 when Orlando’s father, also named Harry, and his 
partner, Joe Zizza, opened for business. 

“I shined shoes and swept up then, and when my father died, 
I took over in 1956,” says Orlando. 

An old cash register from W.T. Grant Co., a black rotary 
phone, five large mirrors, three calendars and family photos 
complete the decor. Reading material includes Newsweek, two 
books of poetry by Sam Hazo, and Pittsburgh, An Urban 
Portrait by Franklin Toker. 
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The “pinochle parlor” is in the next room, and beyond that is 
the lunchroom. In good weather, hot dogs and hamburgers are 
grilled Fridays on the small outside patio. There’s enough for 
whoever shows up. 

“Let it be said that the pinochle players are well fed,” says 
Orlando. 

In a day when many have not seen the inside of a real barber 
shop, Orlando’s place would be a standout, but it’s even more 
so in Soho, was has lost most of its businesses. Orlando 
remembers when the area thrived. 

“From Kirkpatrick Street to Moultrie Street, there were two 
barber shops, two drugstores, a hardware store, a clothing 
store, two taverns, a shoemaker, a dry cleaning shop, and a 
company that repaired and made jukeboxes. The people who 
lived here were mostly Eastern European, some Jewish, and 
some African-American people,” says Orlando. 

He grew up around the corner on Moultrie Street but moved 
years ago to Shaler. His mother, Philomena Orlando, 94, still 
lives above the barber shop.  

Her three daughters take turns caring for her in 48-hour shifts, 
and Orlando, the only son and youngest of the family, stops in 
to see her every day. 

People begin to drift in about 10:00 AM, for a haircut, visit or 
pinochle sometimes all three. 

Joe Klemp, 84, visiting from Florida, is here for a haircut, but 
his son, Buddy, comes in from Forest Hills for the game. 

The Klemps ran a food service equipment business next door 
for years. 

“Harry Orlando is the nicest man in the world, next to God,” 
declares Joe Klemp, who has known him all his life. 

Ray Mahoney also grew up in Soho but now lives in Jefferson 
Hills. An exterminator who stops in after his morning rounds, 
Mahoney likes to sit in an empty barer chair and banter with 
the barber. With some customers, there is not a lot of hair to be 
cut. 

“Where’s the hair?” he jokes, looking at the floor. 

Orlando responds on cue: “It isn’t how much you cut off; it’s 
how you cut it.” 
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When the phone rings, Mahoney changes his role. He answers 
in a respectful tone and asks to take a message because the 
barber is “cutting a gentlemen’s hair.”  

Joe Bernatos, 83, who takes two buses from Carrick every day 
for the pinochle game, claims he was born in the back room. 
Orlando says he’s indispensable. 

Joe fixed everything here, without ever being asked.” 

He put up paneling for a darkroom when Orlando and his 
buddies did black-and-white photography, and took it down 
when it became the pinochle room. He puts up the Christmas 
decorations every year and tends a small garden beside the 
shop. Next to it is a garden tended by residents of Miryam’s, a 
nearby women’s shelter, where Harry’s wife, Theresa, is a day 
program director. 

Ronnie “the Rookie” Romano doesn’t have far to come for the 
card game, just over the border from Oakland. Romano gets a 
lot of teasing because he’s a novice at pinochle. 

“It’s only a few months that I’ve been coming, and not every 
day,” he says. 

Joe Motera of Allison Park, Owen Kirby of Sheridan, Bernie 
Allen from the Bluff, Roger Thompson of Squirrel Hill and 
Nick Kovalscik of Soho are some of the regulars. 

“We play to win,” says Mahoney, “because you lose your seat 
if you lose the game. If you don’t make the bid, you have to 
put in a quarter to pay for the coffee.” When Allen doesn’t 
make his bid, Mahoney yells from the back room, “Get this on 
film! Allen is putting his quarter in!” 

The lunch room doubles as the winemaking room. A large jug 
of Chianti fermenting on the counter is just a hint of what’s to 
come in September, when the real wine making takes place in 
55-gallon wooden barrels now resting on the patio. Orlando 
buys Regina grape juice in the Strip, and makes chianti, 
barbera, medot and chablis. The wine will ferment until 
February when it will be put in bottles. 

Little wine is consumed at the barber shop, but some bottles: 
will be opened for the Christmas party, when pinochle tables 
become pinochle tables for an Italian feast. Designated cooks 
prepare certain dishes; and others contribute money. 
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There may be 60 to 80 people there, customers, their families 
and friends. In this barbershop, any topic is ripe for 
conversation, including politics and religion. 

“The guys thank I’m an ultra-liberal, says Orlando, “but I’m 
really not.” 

At any time, he may have a petition for increasing hospital 
funding or tickets for a food bank raffle. Call to Action, a 
Catholic group that calls for greater democratization with the 
church, holds its monthly meeting at the shop. 

Orlando is a Eucharistic minister at his church, St. Benedict the 
Moor. Its pastor; the Rev. Carmen D’Amico, say the 
barbershop is a community center and the Orlandos are 
community leaders. 

“I get my hair cut there, myself. I haven’t met two people who 
give of themselves like they do. When they came here, three 
years ago, they embraced the church, and the church 
embraced them because they are so embraceable. They are 
committed to God, to the church, and the church, to their 
family and to Soho.” 

Orlando, who begins cutting the hair of a child on the 70-year-
old riser, gestures toward the back room. 

“This is something money can’t buy. People don’t come here 
because I give them a good haircut. They come here because I 
give them a good haircut. They come here because it makes 
them happy.” 

This 67-year-old doesn’t even consider retirement. 

“I’m already semiretired. If I’m not cutting hair, I playing 
pinochle or kibitzing. If I retire, where would I loaf?” he says. 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, September 25, 2001 

Group Makes Push for City to Recognize “Uptown” 
Lou Ransom 

Bill Leute, president of the Uptown Community Action Group 
Business Association in Pittsburgh, has an identity problem. 
Leute, who is also vice president of Excel Kitchen Center, 
located in the old Fifth Avenue High School building, thinks 
his business is in the neighborhood called Uptown. 
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“That’s what we call the area,” said Leute. “We have to get 
people thinking of this area as a place to live, a place to stop 
and shop. It’s a good neighborhood.”  

Problem is, the city doesn’t recognize that a neighborhood 
called “Uptown” even exists. City planning maps call the 
section of the city—bounded by Fifth Avenue to the north, the 
Monongahela River to the south, and the Birmingham Bridge 
to the east and Shingiss Street to the west—as the Bluff. That is 
the name of the street that became the Boulevard of the Allies. 

And for further confusion, blue street signs in the 
neighborhood, erected during the Caliguiri administration, tell 
visitors that they are in the Soho neighborhood, presumably 
named after the artsy section of Manhattan that is “so(uth of) 
Ho(uston) Street.” That is also not recognized by city planners, 
and it is questionable just what the neighborhood would be 
“south of.”  

Leute, along with the members of the Uptown Community 
Action Group, are committed to changing the identity of the 
place they do business, and call home. 

The civic organization has embarked upon an impressive 
marketing and development plan, designed to let the city know 
about what they call a hidden treasure, just east of downtown 
Pittsburgh. The Uptown group is hoping to hang banners long 
Fifth and Forbes avenues, proclaiming the new name, and is 
also hoping to erect some sort of gateway identification. 

They have been assisted by the Adam Filippo & Associates 
marketing firm, which is located in Uptown. The firm has 
developed new logos, and letterhead, and has prepared 
brochures and media material, free of charge.  

Much of the legwork in the new plan has been credited to 
Evan Stoddard, associate dean and professor at Duquesne 
University, which, like Mercy Hospital (and, according to city 
planning, the Allegheny County Jail) calls the neighborhood 
home. Stoddard deflects much of the credit, instead, pointing 
to the business association, of which he is a member, as the 
catalyst. 

“Well, we have a very active business association,” Stoddard 
said. “Bill (Leute) is the president and they’ve met regularly, 
over a period of many years. The neighborhood, and the 
businesses, need an organization like Bill’s. They are seeing 
that together we can do more.”  
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Stoddard said that the neighborhood has employed a variety 
of tactics, from the main street approach, which helps 
businesses to renovate their facades, to more ambitious 
projects to draw more retail businesses to the corridor. 

The organization has worked with the Community Design 
Center to create a prototype design for Forbes and Fifth 
avenues at Pride Street. 

The plan is known as the Mainstreet/Streetface Project, and is 
designed to turn the area into a viable business corridor.  

It has not been so viable in the past. A Wendy’s fast-food 
franchise pulled out of that area a few years ago, though 
Payne said the owner made a decision to move downtown. 

Leute would like to see businesses take advantage of the 
tremendous traffic that passes through Uptown, which is 
marked by Fifth heading one way into town and Forbes 
heading one way out of town. 

“The Port Authority did a study a few years ago and found 
that there were 300 buses a day passing through Uptown,” 
said Leute. “Right now, people on the buses don’t know that 
they are going through Uptown, and they don’t have a lot of 
things to make them stop and shop. We want to give them a 
reason to stop here. We have many businesses here.” 

But, not necessarily the type of businesses that would cause a 
customer to jump off a bus and shop.  

Leute said the organization would like to see a pharmacy 
locate in Uptown, which would serve not only those passing 
through, but also the more than 3,000 residents of Uptown.  

“Many of the businesses are not retail businesses,” Stoddard 
admitted. “But having them stop is not that big a deal. We 
want them to patronize businesses that would also serve the 
community. It is doubtful that the community could support a 
pharmacy on its own. It is a small community.” 

It is also a community augmented by the more than 11,000 
students, staff and faculty of Duquesne University, and the 
staff and customers of Mercy Hospital. Uptown Community 
Action Group President Tonya Payne said those numbers 
should be added to the mix.  
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“When the city does its population count, they count the 
universities,” said Payne. “When they did the count here, they 
knocked out the university students. Ask those businesses that 
cater to the university if they count those students,” she said. 

Payne said that in addition to the business group, the 
organization is trying to get more and better housing for the 
area. 

The community group sponsored the construction of the first 
new residential town homes in the neighborhood in nearly a 
century. It is also working with the Urban Redevelopment 
Association to try to find money to improve the existing 
housing stock.  

“In the process of us doing the work, people are noticing,” 
said Payne. “We got a call from a long-time resident who was 
moving to Florida. He wanted to donate his property to the 
community group. He had bought into the idea that we had to 
bring new people in, so he donated his house to us. We gutted 
it and rehabbed it, and we just had a family close on it.” 

But Payne and Leute acknowledged that all of their efforts to 
raise the profile of Uptown can be stymied by television 
reports of crime in the area, such as the early morning fatal 
shooting at the Bottom’s Up tavern in the 1400 block of Fifth 
Ave. a month ago. 

“It’s a lot better than it has been,” said Payne. “Until recently, 
we enjoyed the luxury of not having those kinds of crime 
problems. Sure, there is still a prostitution problem,” said 
Leute. “But I think this is a safe neighborhood. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, October 4, 2001; Page E-1 

Making More Out of Uptown 
Group Launches Campaign to Lure Businesses, Residents Back to 

Fifth Avenue Neighborhood 
Eve Modzelewski 

Once plagued by drug deals and prostitution, the Uptown 
area of Pittsburgh has had a tough image to overcome. 
Residents and businesses moved out en masse in the 1960s 
and, other than visits for Penguins games and concerts, 
they’ve been slow to return to the corridor between 
Downtown and Oakland. But the neighborhood just got a new 
look—at least on paper. And Uptowners are hoping it will 
provide a new allure. 
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Uptown marketing firm Adam Filippo & Associates, which 
goes by the acronym AF&A, has launched a promotional 
campaign to give the area a cleaner, more vibrant image. If all 
goes as planned, banner signs will hang from light posts along 
the Uptown sections of Fifth and Forbes avenues, touting the 
laurels of the neighborhood and getting some notice for local 
businesses. 

“It’s amazing how many 
Pittsburghers do not recognize 
Uptown as a viable place to live and 
work,” said Mary Maloney, vice 
president at AF&A. “We wanted to 
help create a fantastic brand to 
attract new businesses, to attract 
new residents, to revitalize the 
area.” What a lot of people don’t 
realize, she said, is that Uptown real 
estate is cheap, the location is 
convenient to Downtown and, most 
of all, parking is abundant. 

AF&A did the promotional design 
work pro bono, and it had good 
reason to take interest in the 
neighborhood—it’s been based there 
for more than 20 years. 

As part of the campaign, the firm created a new logo for the 
Uptown Community Action Group, an alliance of about 100 
businesses that includes The Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh and 
Spa Uptown. 

The group has been working the past decade to revitalize an 
area that, between 1940 and 1990, lost 66 percent of its 
population. 

To lure residents and businesses back into the neighborhood, 
Uptown needs to get rid of its crime-ridden stigma, said Geri 
Mataya, who runs Spa Uptown, housed in the Pittsburgh 
Marriott City Center. 

“The most important thing, being a business owner, has 
always been the negative connotation people have about the 
Uptown area,” she said. “I think people need to know it’s not 
that way anymore, and they need to come up here and see it.” 

 
Bill Wade, Post-Gazette 

Fifth Avenue through 
Soho to Downtown could 
get a new look. The 
marketing firm Adam 
Filippo & Associates, 
known as AF&A, wants to 
line some Uptown streets 
with banners as one of the 
ways to give the area a 
cleaner, more vibrant 
appeal.  
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Duquesne University, also a member of the action group, has 
taken a special interest in the area since its 10,000 students 
reside in or commute to Uptown throughout the school year. 

“We live here, this is our neighborhood,” said Evan Stoddard, 
associate dean of liberal arts at Duquesne. “We want Uptown 
to be a healthy, vibrant, safe, pleasant place to be.” 

About 2,500 students live in Duquesne’s dorms, and it’s 
important for the area to have a welcoming, community feel, 
he said. More restaurants and storefronts would help, and 
many Uptowners think banners along Fifth and Forbes 
avenues would build that sense of community. 

“I think people need to understand where Uptown is—where 
it begins, where it ends,” said Robert Brandegee, who moved 
his business, Little Earth Productions, into Uptown seven 
years ago. “People know it by all these different names, but 
it’s critical for people to recognize it.” 

The banners designed by AF&A would flag the area, letting 
passers-by know that Uptown spans from the Liberty Bridge 
to the Birmingham Bridge. (It does not include all of the Postal 
Service’s Uptown Zip code area.) 

While the city’s Department of Public Works waives its banner 
fee for neighborhood groups such as those in Shadyside and 
the South Side, the Uptown Community Action Group would 
have to pay to post any banners that featured business names. 

Joan Blaustein, planning department liaison to the city’s Art 
Commission, said she wouldn’t recommend waiving the fee 
unless the business names were removed from the banners. 

Still, Uptown has other initiatives to keep its momentum 
going. In July, the Uptown action group created a plan for 
business development along Fifth and Forbes avenues. That 
was developed on the heels of its Green Lots Program, which 
already has tidied up four vacant lots with trees and plants. 

In June, the group installed a public art project in the 
neighborhood. For decades, the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority has offered financial incentives to small businesses 
that moved into the area, which is what drew AFA co-founder 
Louis Filippo more than 20 years ago. He was given a grant to 
renovate the facade of his building, and he’s been in the 
neighborhood ever since. 
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In fact, Filippo helped form an early incarnation of the 
community action group, but as he and its members became 
more consumed with their businesses, the group dissolved. It 
was revived again in 1991 as the Uptown Community Action 
Group. And Filippo thinks it’s great now that his employees 
also have taken an interest in the community. 

“Pittsburgh has so many neighborhoods that aren’t going to 
get turned around by some big developer and big 
corporations,” Filippo said. “It’s going to be by the people 
who live and work there who try to make it a better place.” 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, February 14, 2002 

Fire at Uptown Men’s Club Kills One 

A four-alarm blaze at an Uptown men’s club early today killed 
an unidentified man inside, Pittsburgh fire officials said. The 
city arson squad, homicide detectives and the county fire 
marshal are probing the cause of the blaze.  

Firefighters were called to the Arena Health Club on the 2000 
block of Forbes Avenue at 3:51 AM. Heavy flames were 
already streaming from the rear of the three-story brick 
structure when they arrived, city fire Chief Peter Micheli said.  

At least three, and possibly as many as six people inside had 
fled the building safely when fire crews began attacking the 
fire, officials said. But during a search of the building, 
firefighters found the body of a man in a bedroom on the 
second floor, where investigators believe the fire started. The 
blaze was brought under control about 4:45 AM and no 
firefighters or other occupants were injured, Micheli said.  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, May 20, 2002; Page B-5 

Bethlehem Haven Uses Bigger Space to Expand Services 
Gary Rotstein 

Katherine Ball sees every day how much more help women 
are receiving at Bethlehem Haven’s new Uptown site than just 
the bed that the women’s homeless shelter provided her for 
four months in 1999. 

The three-story building it has occupied on Fifth Avenue since 
April 2000 contains not only 48 beds but a “one-stop shop” of 
mental health services, drug and alcohol counseling, job 
training and transitional housing assistance. 
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Ball, who was mentored by Bethlehem Haven’s staff when 
spending nights in its former quarters in the basement of 
Smithfield United Church, Downtown, isn’t jealous of the 
volume of services women now receive. 

She’s Bethlehem Haven’s full-
time custodian, hired after 
kicking her drug habit and 
proving her stability, and now 
a mentor herself. 

“There’s a lot of women in 
here that I knew from the 
street,” said Ball, 43, who is 
reunited with a teen-age son 
and living in an East Liberty 
apartment. 

“There are some who come 
and go, come and go, but 
plenty others who graduate, 
get a job and go on to be 
success stories. We’re able to 
do a lot more for them now 
than before.” 

As a success story in her own right, she was one of the 
speakers yesterday at an informal ceremony honoring 
Bethlehem Haven’s volunteers and celebrating the 
organization’s 21 years of operation, particularly the past two 
of expanded services. 

Executive Director Marilyn Sullivan spoke of how the shelter 
started out with just four homeless clients and a group of 
volunteers sleeping overnight to care for them. But at the 
church site, the women always had to leave at 8:00 AM and 
find other places to spend time until nightfall. 

Speaking of the advantages of the relocation, Sullivan said, 
“This is really set up to deal with the root causes of 
homelessness, the mental health and addiction problems.” 

The third-floor living quarters has been full for months, with 
28 beds for emergency and respite use and 20 beds set aside 
for two programs that serve women recovering from 
addictions. The lower floors are for various program purposes, 
including mental and physical health clinics. 

 
Martha Rial, Post-Gazette 

Katherine Ball, right, gives a 
congratulatory hug to Marilyn 
Sullivan, executive director of 
Bethlehem Haven, a homeless 
women's shelter in Pittsburgh's 
Uptown, during a celebration 
yesterday of the organization's 
20-plus years of operation. 
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Individuals demonstrating commitment to turning their lives 
around can stay at Bethlehem Haven for up to 16 months by 
passing through three different phases of housing. They 
gradually gain more privacy and independence if they prove 
their seriousness.  

In the latter phases of residential counseling programs, they 
pay rent to Bethlehem Haven equivalent to 30 percent of their 
income as they prepare for moving back into independent 
living, managing a budget and taking care of their own living 
quarters. 

One of the challenges, said program director Dona Sorce, is 
that so many clients with addictions also have mental health 
problems. Their conditions make it more complicated for 
nonprofessionals to help them. 

“We had staff who had been in 
recovery themselves who knew 
all about the tough-love 
approach, and we needed to 
teach them to be more enabling” 
in terms of assisting individuals 
who had a hard time helping 
themselves, Sorce said. 

Among the other difficulties has 
been arranging re-entry into the 
job market for women who may 
have criminal backgrounds 
because of their prior 
addictions. 

In some cases, Bethlehem 
Haven uses its own funds to 
pay a client’s wages while she 
works for a private employer. 

The business or institution agrees to put her on its own payroll 
after months of solid work proves she’s a safe hire. Sullivan 
said the next big project envisioned by the nonprofit 
organization is to take over the space of an abandoned deli on 
the building’s first floor. 

Bethlehem Haven would start a food-related business of its 
own there, using it to provide work experience for its clients, 
but she needs guidance first in how to run a business. 

 
Martha Rial, Post-Gazette 

Monique Clifford, right, praises 
Bethlehem Haven's executive 
director, Marilyn Sullivan, left, 
while sharing her story of 
recovery with volunteers and 
supporters of the shelter during 
a picnic celebrating the shelter's 
two decades of service.  
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That operation may be a year or more away, but it would be 
one more step toward putting women on a path to productive 
independence with the kind of training that Bethlehem Haven 
was limited in providing during its first two decades. 

“Hopefully over time, we’re going to make a dent here in the 
homeless problem in this city,” Sullivan said. 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, June 26, 2002 

Association Locates a Building Uptown 
Sam Spatter 

After more than 20 years of searching, the Builders 
Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh has found a home. The 
association earlier this month purchased a two-story building 
at 2041 Boulevard of the Allies, Uptown, a site that President 
Domenic Ricciuti said will be near the center of its 
membership location of Squirrel Hill.  

“That area (between Squirrel Hill and Downtown) is ripe for 
revitalization and expansion, and we may well be the catalyst 
for that to happen,” he said.  

The Builders Association acquired the property from Imaging 
Associates for $200,000, but Ricciuti said his organization will 
probably spend about $350,000 to renovate the interior and 
exterior of the 6,237-square-foot building. The site will provide 
off-street parking, but the Builders Association is working 
with the city to expand the parking area, he said. “The 
building will provide larger meeting area and space for other 
events held by the organization.”  

It will take about four months to complete the renovation 
work and occupancy is expected in the fall, he said. The 
Builders Association’s current lease on Federal Street, North 
Shore, expires in August.  

In acquiring the property, the association joins the Realtors 
Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh as owning their own 
headquarters sites. The Realtors Association purchased a two-
story building at 1427 W. Liberty Ave., Brookline, late last year 
for $250,000 from Natalie Cuban. The Realtors currently leases 
space in the Gateway Building in Station Square. The lease 
expires in August 2003.  
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 12, 2003; Page B-5 

Group Taking Steps to Improve Uptown 
Jan Ackerman 

Uptown’s new black and gold “Uptown Pittsburgh” banners 
are sharp markers for a part of the city that long ago seemed to 
have lost its identity. 

Now Tonya Payne, president of the Uptown Community 
Action Group, wants to do something about a problem along 
the Uptown sections of Fifth and Forbes avenues—people 
loitering in front of businesses. 

“We have people standing around all day, getting nothing 
done,” said Payne. 

Payne said it would be nice if the city had a tough anti-
loitering law, but that is not likely to happen anytime soon. So 
she brought together a group of local girls, ages 10 to 14, who 
painted some anti-loitering signs with a simple message: 
“Please move. You can’t stand here.” Payne’s group is going to 
ask businesses to put the signs in their windows. 

“The signs are finished, but we haven’t started the campaign 
yet,” Payne said. 

The initiative is small, but like so many things happening in 
Uptown, it is a step toward improving a part of the city that 
was dismantled by urban renewal programs of the 1960s and 
has never been reassembled. 

Uptown’s Fifth Avenue has some solid businesses, many law 
offices and a few restaurants, but it also has too many vacant 
storefronts, rundown bars and small street parking lots for 
Downtown commuters who don’t spend any money there. 

Payne’s group recently planted new shade trees on Fifth and 
Forbes and hung 80 Uptown identification signs from light 
posts. 

The banners were designed by Adam Filippo & Associates, an 
Uptown firm that operates out of a classy Fifth Avenue 
storefront that could serve as an example of the untapped 
potential of Uptown. 

Since March, K&A Marketing, a Plum firm, has been working 
on a comprehensive market analysis of the Uptown for the 
Uptown Community Action Group. 
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The consulting firm was hired under a $10,000 contract 
through the Urban Redevelopment Authority’s Mainstreet 
Program, said Ken Thomas, a principal in K&A. 

Thomas said his firm is mailing questionnaires to residents 
and workers in Uptown to gather information about their 
shopping habits and perceptions of Uptown. He said the 
Uptown organization has been trying to recruit new 
businesses, but has run into roadblocks. 

“Uptown has been neglected for a long time,” Thomas said 
last week. “It is kind of a shame. It is the main connector and 
everyone agrees there is a lot of potential in the area.” 

Payne said that when the Uptown Community Action Group, 
which has about 300 members on its roster, started working 11 
years ago, “we were a humble group of residents who felt 
there was power in numbers.” 

She said the mission was to reduce crime and prostitution. 
Things have improved, she said. 

“We don’t have a total eradication of prostitution,” but she 
thinks it’s less of a problem than it used to be. 

In recent years, the Uptown Community Action Group, 
working with Oakland Planning and Development Corp., has 
built five townhouses on Locust Street near Mercy Hospital 
and sold them to persons with low to moderate incomes. She 
said Mercy Hospital donated the land. 

The Uptown Community Action Group is planning to start a 
second small housing project, one new house and the 
renovation of four existing houses. 

Uptown is not really a neighborhood, but parts of several 
neighborhoods including the Bluff. Thomas said about 3,000 
people live there. 

Thomas said it is the area between Fifth Avenue and the 
Boulevard of the Allies. Its western border starts at Robert 
Morris University and its eastern border is the Birmingham 
Bridge. Mercy Hospital, Chatham Center, and Duquesne 
University and its A.J. Palumbo Center are within the area 
known as Uptown. 

“There are a lot of law firms, a lot of medical offices for 
doctors at Mercy,” he said. 
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Thomas said he is working with Duquesne University to 
survey its students about their perceptions of Uptown. While 
some students prefer to live in the South Side, there are 
pockets of students living in Uptown. 

“It’s prime real estate,” joked a Duquesne University student 
as he entered his apartment on Van Braam Street near Mercy 
Hospital. 

“The community has the potential to partner with the 
university,” Thomas said. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 15, 2004; Page B-1 

By Dwelling in Past, He Gives Retailers a 
Chance at a Future 

Teresa F. Lindeman 

On the second floor of a chilly Uptown warehouse, a guy in a 
black knit cap and flannel shirt sits listening to a radio and 
sorting store hangers. The white ones there, the clip-on styles 
over there and so on. It’s going to take awhile. 

Used Store Fixtures owner Dale Middleman last year agreed 
to take three million hangers from retailers who didn’t need 
them anymore. He’ll sell them to other businesses or 
individuals who could use them. It’s what he does—buying or 
simply taking corporate America’s discards and reselling them 
to those who have a use for them.  

Even the outlet looks like a remnant of Pittsburgh’s economic 
past, with its painted sign on the outside of its old five-story 
brick home on the Boulevard of the Allies, formerly a 
warehouse for the defunct Frank & Seder’s. Inside, it’s a 
virtual Who’s Who of businesses past, some not so long ago. 

Stacked near the first-floor cash register, for example, are 
cardboard boxes, priced at $15 apiece, that each hold 500 bags 
made for the erstwhile Carnegie-based National Record Mart 
chain. 

A clothing rack is hung with a pink garment bag from William 
Penn Hat and Gown and a white one, from Adeles, defunct 
Shadyside and Squirrel Hill stores that dressed women for 
years. And in the unheated upper floors turns are rows of red 
plastic shopping carts still bearing the name of Hills 
department stores, RIP 1999. 
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“I’m a mortician on one hand and an obstetrician on the 
other,” owner Middleman likes to say, when asked to explain 
what he has been doing for the past 20 years. 

The mortician side buys old jewelry counters, grocery store 
meat slicers, food court tables, refrigerators, salt shakers, 
napkin holders, dressing room mirrors and just about 
anything else used in a retail operation. Fixtures aren’t always 
from bankrupt or closed stores—malls that remodel and stores 
that freshen up also sell their used stuff to liquidators such as 
Middleman. 

The obstetrician side of the business helps give birth to new 
retail operations, typically small stores opened by 
entrepreneurs or locations set up by discount chains. The 
warehouse serves as a source of equipment, supplies and 
furnishings at prices well below what they would have to pay 
if they were buying these items new. 

While the past few years’ rash of store closings may seem to be 
the best thing for his business, it doesn’t work if both sides 
aren’t active. Used Store Fixtures probably had its worst years 
in 2001 and 2002, when sales fell as much as 35 to 40 percent. 
But things surged almost that much in 2003, Middleman said. 

In part, the turnaround came because more people seemed 
willing to take risks last year, he said. The company also 
started picking up more work through a network of 
liquidators that came together a couple of years ago. 

Used Store Fixtures now hears about deals through peers in 
Ohio, Virginia, Michigan, Maryland and even a guy out on the 
West Coast. Middleman has a stack of mannequins, for 
example, that he shared with a liquidator in the Philadelphia 
area. The staff had to sort through a pile of arms and then send 
the extra ones back East. 

The network is large enough that members have been able to 
start buying new merchandise available when chains 
overorder or change their plans. 

Much of the stuff never makes it to the 100,000-square-foot 
warehouse, which is open to the public daily and Saturday. If 
Used Store Fixtures can act as a broker, finding items a retailer 
needs and having them shipped directly from the source, 
that’s more profitable. 
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Middleman, whose name obviously fits what he does, works 
his retail contacts, checks his email and stays on the phone so 
much that his brother-in-law thinks he should get one 
implanted. “It’s supply and demand,” he said. “It’s being in 
the right place at the right time.” 

While some places in town specialize in taking used 
refrigerators off companies hands and others do just office 
furniture, Middleman takes just about anything having to do 
with retail. 

As a jack-of-all-retail-trades liquidator, he has to have a sense 
of what a Vulcan oven is worth, what market there is for 
orange restaurant booths and how much to pay for old 
shopping baskets. 

Middleman concedes that he’s made mistakes. One he still 
harkens back to is the time he bought a lot of shelving out of 
the old Gold Circle stores. “It just bombed,” he said. 

Now he’s especially careful not to overbid, in some cases 
warning people he’ll have to practically steal their fixtures to 
make the deal worth his time. When entrepreneurs can’t bear 
to part with things for that little, he advises them to donate the 
stuff rather than lose more money paying to store it. 

Middleman has been on the other side of the trade. His 
parents once had a store in Shadyside, and he had a job in the 
late 1970s with a place called All-In-One Linen Outlet. He said 
he helped put another guy in the liquidation business when he 
ordered 50 shopping carts for an All-In-One store and the man 
accidentally ordered 500 instead. 

After the linen stores were bought out, Middleman left his old 
employer and took over the other man’s liquidation operation. 
He leased space around town for years and was 
headquartered in Point Breeze before a fire there in 1991. 
That’s when he found the Uptown warehouse. 

The place now has eight employees, including Middleman, 
and lots of treasure-hunt ambience. He won’t heat the upper 
floors because it would cost a small fortune. The passenger 
elevator doesn’t stop on all floors, but the freight elevator is 
big enough to hold a car. Traffic zipping by on the Boulevard 
of the Allies is easily heard. 
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At Halloween, people seek out a section that an employee 
nicknamed “The Body Shop” to choose likely mannequin 
parts. Sometimes, homeowners come in looking for a deal on a 
commercial stove or unusual shelving. 

Marc Goldberg, co-owner of Schiller’s Pharmacy in Shadyside, 
has bought pharmacy items from the warehouse and once 
spent a few hours poking around for the perfect display case. 
Three floors later, he found one for $100, which made him feel 
good since his carpenter would have built a new one for $400. 

Middleman likes to keep things moving through at a decent 
clip. He’ll hang onto some items for a good long time, 
convinced he’ll eventually make his money back on them. 

But his motto hangs on a sign in his office: “A live quarter is 
better than a dead dollar.” 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, June 1, 2007 

Sprout Public Art Weeds Through Designs for 
Pittsburgh Murals 

Rochelle Hentges 

“My name is Brett Yasko, and I am not an artist.”  

It was a disarming admission, considering Yasko, 38, of the 
Strip District, was presenting a design to Sprout Public Art 
organizers for an Uptown mural.  

“I can’t paint, I can’t draw.”  

Yet, Yasko made it that far.  

Every year, a half-dozen or so Sprout-funded murals pop up 
around the city. But before paint colors concrete this year, the 
40 artists and 22 community members who applied for mural 
money were whittled down in a multi-step process to finalize 
the eight designs.  

On Thursday night, the Bloomfield Business Association and 
Allentown Community Development Corp. chose final 
murals—the last two groups to meet with artists about their 
designs. 

Final designs must be chosen by late June, and site clean-ups 
occur in early July. The murals will be dedicated in September.  
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In early April, eight sites were chosen, and the Sprout Fund 
began to narrow down the artists. A jury of public-art 
professionals reviewed portfolios, chose 20 to move forward 
and matched artists to neighborhoods.  

Two weeks ago, those artists displayed preliminary mural 
designs at Concept Art Gallery in Regent Square, where 
community members perused them for the first time.  

“It’s like they got inside my head,” said Denise Zajicek, 53, of 
Observatory Hill, as she looked at a design by David and Fran 
Hawbaker showing a young girl climbing monkey bars with 
people picnicking in a field, with the Downtown cityscape in 
the background.  

“It doesn’t look abstract. It looks like, yeah, that would 
actually be a day on Observatory Hill,” said Zajicek.  

Observatory Hill residents agreed with Zajicek and chose the 
Hawbakers’ design.  

Curt Gettman, program manager for Sprout Public Art, said 
community groups approach the mural project differently and 
with varying levels of involvement.  

“Greenfield’s meeting was very lively, with a lot of 
neighborhood participation—including one very outspoken 
child,” Gettman said. The group allowed people to vote 
online.  

Bloomfield’s first Sprout mural will decorate Bloomfield Drug 
Store on Liberty Avenue.  

“It’s right in the center of town. A lot of people see it,” said 
Karla Owens, of Bloomfield Business Association. To get 
feedback, the association had hung designs in the drug store 
and provided a public-opinion box.  

Uptown Partners, a small group of Uptown artists, met at the 
home of its founder, James Simon, to debate three finalists’ 
designs.  

Although the group expressed excitement about self-
described, non-artist Yasko’s proposal to cover the wall with 
the text of August Wilson’s play Jitney, members decided that 
small letters didn’t fit with the drive-by location in the 1700 
block of Fifth Avenue.  
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The group considered an abstract textile submitted by Rise 
Nagin and Sandy Kessler Kaminsky but chose a whimsical 
design by Laura Jean McLaughlin that she plans to create with 
mosaic tiles. 

McLaughlin’s sketch depicts a young girl riding a bike, with a 
cartoonish chicken dancing on the seat and two goldfish 
playing chess on the handlebars. Pittsburghers won’t 
necessarily see that design on the way into town. The designs 
evolve with community input before the murals are painted.  

Last year’s Uptown mural changed a few times from start to 
finish, said Dale McNutt, 58, of North Oakland, who owns an 
Uptown business and plans to relocate to the neighborhood 
with his wife this year. This year’s subject matter also might 
change, but the form of the design won over the group.  

“The ability to use mosaic on that large a scale is really 
powerful,” McNutt said. “It will be in your face in a really 
aggressive, wonderful way.”  

The Sites  

• Allentown: Caliguri Plaza, 803 E. Warrington Ave.  
• Bloomfield: Bloomfied Drug Store, 4727 Liberty Ave.  
• Greenfield: PNC Bank Branch, 4301 Murray Ave. Artist: 

William Schlough  
• Mt. Washington: 131 Shiloh St. Artist: Gerry Tonti  
• Observatory Hill: Commodore Cafe, 3917 Perrysville Ave. 

Artist: David and Fran Hawbaker  
• Shadyside: Doc’s Place, 5442 Walnut St. Artist: Katherine 

Young  
• Swissvale: China House II Restaurant, 7400 Church St. 

Artist: [sic] Meeting postponed  
• Uptown: 1721 Fifth Ave. Artist: Laura Jean McLaughlin  

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, November 17, 2007 

New Uptown Arena to Match Neighborhood 
Andrew Conte 

The new Uptown arena will help make the Penguins better 
neighbors this time around, officials said Tuesday. Despite 
having 18,500 seats and an eight-story glass wall facing the 
city, the arena should look like it fits with the buildings 
around it, team CEO Ken Sawyer said.  
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“What we’re trying to do is match the character of the 
neighborhood,” he said.  

The team submitted its arena designs yesterday to the city 
Planning Commission, which is expected to hear a briefing 
Nov. 27, take a preliminary vote next month and consider final 
approval in January.  

Team officials hope to break ground before summer and open 
for the 2010 season.  

Surrounded by parking lots, Mellon Arena has a more 
suburban design, said Don Carter, president of Urban Design 
Associates, a Downtown-based consulting group hired by the 
team and city. The new arena will fit into an urban plan.  

The city-county Sports & Exhibition Authority plans to raze 
Mellon Arena for a 28-acre neighborhood development after 
the new building opens.  

“A lot of people have had some input,” Carter said. “This is 
the (design) most people were comfortable with.”  

After meetings with residents, public officials and other 
stakeholders, the arena designs changed from a contemporary 
river theme to a more traditional look, said Wayne London, an 
architect with HOK Sport of Kansas City.  

The proposed arena would have more brick on its exterior and 
fewer contemporary metal panels. It would have 2.5 acres of 
green space, with outdoor plazas for community events. 
Along Fifth Avenue, the facade would be broken up to look 
more like nearby buildings.  

A glass atrium facing Downtown would stretch along 
Washington Avenue and be topped by an outdoor balcony 
with restaurants. A four-story, 500-space parking garage 
would sit on the opposite side of the arena with a surface 
parking lot and space for a hotel.  

Penguins officials traveled around the league to see what they 
wanted inside the building. They picked the top-down entry 
points from Minnesota, open lounges in North Carolina, the 
larger seat sizes in Phoenix and Boston’s high-definition 
electronic screen, Sawyer said.  

The arena would have wider interior concourses than Mellon 
Arena, as well as places where fans could access concession 
stands and still be able to watch the action on the ice.  
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“We are picking the best of the best and putting it in this 
building,” London said.  

While the team is trying to stick to a $290 million budget, 
Sawyer said the price could go up before construction 
managers set a guaranteed maximum price next summer.  

The public would share in cost increases up to $310 million. 
After that, the Penguins will pick up any cost overruns. The 
state is paying $8.5 million upfront and $7.5 million a year for 
30 years. Majestic Star Casino agreed to pay $7.5 million a year 
for 30 years. The team is paying $4.2 million a year toward the 
arena and $500,000 a year for the parking garage. 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, April 12, 2007 

Penguins’ New Home Has Storied History 
Rob Amen 

Nine Uptown businesses said good-bye to their homes in the 
1000 block of Fifth Avenue when the city-county Sports & 
Exhibition Authority spent about $3 million last year to buy 
them out.  

In all, the SEA spent almost $14 million to acquire 22 
properties where it plans to build a multipurpose arena to 
replace Mellon Arena, the Penguins’ home and oldest venue in 
the National Hockey League. 

The business owners did not want to leave but went willingly, 
agreeing to the buy-outs. Demolition at the arena site began 
Tuesday. By summer, the buildings will be gone.  

1017 Fifth Ave.  
Attorney Thomas Ayoob III hoped to be a part of the 
revitalization of Fifth Avenue. His company purchased an 
office near Washington Place less than two years ago.  

The 21-foot-wide structure with 10-foot-high ceilings housed a 
law practice and, before that, a dry-goods store before 
becoming home to Thomas H. Ayoob III & Associates.  

“I thought between the excitement spawned by Duquesne’s 
development and the potential development of the new arena 
that the whole neighborhood would have a renaissance, and 
I’d be a part of it,” Ayoob said.  
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1021 Fifth Ave.  
Mark Bertenthal, 67, of Squirrel Hill, deliberately didn’t name 
his sign company Bertenthal Signs, fearing people would have 
difficulty finding “Bertenthal” in the phone book. So he 
spelled it like it sounds: Burton Signs & Specialties Inc.  

Eight years later, he moved the venture from the basement of 
his home to a Fifth Avenue structure that previously housed a 
men’s clothing store. He stayed 27 years and still would be 
there if he had not been forced out, he said.  

1023 Fifth Ave.  
Mellon Arena’s seniority Uptown is dwarfed by that of Larry 
Rubin’s Specialty Clothing. For 86 years and under the 
direction of at least two owners, Specialty Clothing outfitted 
the Pittsburgh business community.  

Larry Rubin, 62, of Squirrel Hill, owned the business for 32 
years before closing Nov. 12, 2005. Rubin today is a partner in 
three Crazy Mocha franchises, but the “Specialty Clothing” 
sign still hangs along Fifth Avenue. For now.  

1025 Fifth Ave.  
Julian Elbling looked no further than across Fifth Avenue to 
find a new home for his family-owned J&B Sales, a wholesaler 
for men’s clothing. Elbling, who took control of the business 
from his uncle in 1969, owned the only building on Fifth 
Avenue without a basement—that he knew of.  

A fur company once occupied the 1890s-era structure, said 
Elbling, who saw first-hand how the corridor slowly faded. 
“For 20 years, the city never did anything to preserve this 
corridor,” he said. “The city couldn’t have cared less if we 
left.”  

1029 Fifth Ave.  
Al Gore’s Pittsburgh campaign headquarters were here. 
Rusted Root used the top floor to record music. A robot 
company once occupied the second floor.  

The five-story, 1900s-era Sage Building might be best known 
as the site of the old Joseph Milch children’s clothing 
company, but it served as creative space for countless artists 
during the past decade or so.  

The most recent, John Ross, 39, opened The Meter Room about 
1 ½ years ago. He has since moved to Sheraden.  
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“Uptown was an uncharted area where arts are concerned,” 
said Ross, a graduate of the Art Institute of Pittsburgh who 
also had a gallery in Brooklyn. 

“I wanted to be installed in that community.”  

1031 Fifth Ave.  
Not many business owners can glance across the room and see 
a working fireplace, look outside onto a courtyard and boast 
that they have a private shower on site.  

Attorney Ralph Karsh, of Karsh & Associates, could.  

“I built that place to my specifications,” he said. “We gutted it 
and basically tore it down. I rebuilt everything but the 
basement.”  

All that is lost now.  

“We could have fought, and we might have even prevailed,” 
Karsh said. “But I wouldn’t have felt right fighting it.”  

1035–1037 Fifth Ave.  
Stanley Greenfield outlived his lifetime membership at an 
Uptown health club, which sat a few buildings away on Fifth 
Avenue at the corner of Washington Place before it became a 
parking lot.  

He also outlasted his law office, Greenfield Court, which he 
bought 20 years ago and never envisioned leaving.  

“I had a spiral staircase, a loft that looked out on the Civic 
Arena. They were all designed by me and customized,” 
Greenfield said. “I’ll be watching as they take my building 
down, and I’ll be watching as the arena goes up.”  

1101, 1103 and 1109 Fifth Ave.  
If there’s a silver lining to being bought out by the SEA, said 
Laborers’ District Council President Paul Quarantillo, it’s that 
many of his members will find work with construction of the 
arena.  

In 1986, the union group moved into the former Tanner 
Brothers’ dry goods store, and, four years later, bought the 
adjacent building for its financial and health care operations.  

The organization has an early May moving date. 
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Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, August 10, 2007 [abridged] 

Storms Slam into Pittsburgh Region 

Allegheny County and the city of Pittsburgh declared states of 
emergency Thursday after a trio of storms ripped through 
Western Pennsylvania, submerging streets, tumbling trees and 
parts of buildings, and sending residents of some waterlogged 
communities scurrying for higher ground for a second time 
this week. 

Flash flooding caused evacuations in Millvale, and parts of 
Wilkins, Ross and Penn Hills, said Bob Full, Allegheny 
County’s emergency management chief. No serious injuries 
were reported, but about 20 percent of the county was without 
electricity for at least part of the day, Full said. 

Some 137,000 customers of Duquesne Light Co. and Allegheny 
Energy lost power, company spokesmen said. County Chief 
Executive Dan Onorato said a state of emergency has also 
been declared in Edgewood, Millvale, O’Hara, Penn Hills, 
Ross, Shaler, Sharpsburg, Turtle Creek and Wilkins. 

Onorato said 200 homes and 45 businesses were flooded in 
Millvale, many of them with water up to the first floor. He 
said no other figures were available but that 80 families were 
evacuated from their homes in Oakmont Commons, Oakmont. 
Full said preliminary estimates are that at least 500 homes in 
the county sustained water damage. That number is expected 
to rise. […] 

Sections of buildings on Fifth Avenue in the Soho section of 
the city crumbled. Three buildings on Fifth Avenue—at 2106, 
2205 and 2211—were barricaded last night. Pittsburgh’s 
demolition manager will decide this morning whether to raze 
them. The second and third floors of Harry Orlando’s building 
were exposed after the wind sheared off the roof, throwing 
bricks to the pavement. 

Orlando, 74, of Shaler, was sitting in the barbershop he owns, 
drinking coffee, when the doors blew open. 

“I just heard this gust of wind, and everything in my 
barbershop started blowing,” he said. “It was sort of like, kind 
of heartbreaking. It’s hard to end your career on a note like 
this. I said I’d always cut hair until I couldn’t cut hair no more. 
Luckily, nobody was hurt.” […] 
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Pittsburgh News Channel [WTAE], August 10, 2007 [abridged] 

NWS: Tornado Touched Down in Pittsburgh 
Microburst Hits Uptown, Brings 85 MPH Winds 

PITTSBURGH.—Some Pittsburgh residents—including Fire 
Chief Michael Huss—reported seeing a funnel cloud while 
violent storms moved through the city on Thursday. 

After spending Friday night touring the hardest hit 
communities in the Pittsburgh area, the National Weather 
Service determined that a tornado touched down in the west-
end section of the city, and a microburst hit the uptown 
section of the city bringing with it 85 mph winds. 

Nobody was injured, but more than one neighborhood was 
left in disarray. 

Strong winds ripped a wall off a two-story building near the 
corner of Fifth Avenue and Moultrie Street in the Hill 
District/Uptown area, scattering bricks and debris throughout 
the street and snapping utility poles. 

“This Uptown area was the most affected in the city, so this is 
where our priority will be today,” Mayor Luke Ravenstahl 
said Friday. 

Ravenstahl visited the scene of the damage near the 
Birmingham Bridge, just below Oakland, and met with 
neighbors who are looking for help. 

“It’s leaning a little bit. It will have to come down,” Ravenstahl 
said. 

Harry Orlando was forced to close his barber shop on the 
ground floor of the damaged building, which also had vacant 
apartments upstairs. 

“We’ve been on this block out here for 76 years,” said 
Orlando, who also lives in the neighborhood. 

Sanford Smith runs a small grocery store on Fifth Avenue. He 
lost all of the ice cream, drinks and some of the food on his 
shelves when the power went out. 

Even in the dark, he’s keeping his store open and hoping to 
sell whatever is still good, saying, “You got to pay the 
bills.”[…] 
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Photos of Barbara Shop Damage by Justin Merriman 
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Pittsburgh Business Times, June 20, 2008 

Penguins Arena Prompts Proposal for 
More Uptown Parking 

Ben Semmes  

With an eye to the changes 
surrounding the new 
Penguins arena, one of 
Uptown’s largest landlords is 
proposing to more than 
double the number of its 
surface parking spaces.  

The plan would include 
expanding the parking 
capacity at the company’s 
property along Fifth Avenue 
from about 180 spaces to 
nearly 500, said Tony 
Williams, who manages 
Uptown property for Sal 
Williams Real Estate 
Investments.  

The expansion would be 
undertaken by the opening of 
some new lots, the demolition 
of at least one building at 2130 
Fifth Ave. and zoning 
variances to allow additional 
parking on existing lots from 
the 1000 block to the 1900 
block of Fifth Avenue.  

The proposal goes in front of Pittsburgh’s Zoning Board of 
Adjustment on June 26. Although the number of surface 
parking spaces in the Hill District is difficult to determine, the 
total has shrunk considerably as space is cleared for the new 
hockey arena, said Williams, the son of company owner Sal 
Williams. 

With the closing of parking lots at the former St. Francis 
Central Hospital as well as along Washington Place and at the 
Beth Hamedrash Hagadol-Beth Jacob synagogue, the demand 
for new spaces is high, Williams said.  

 

 
Joe Wojcik 

A plan to add more surface 
parking spaces in Uptown calls 
for the demolition of this 
building at 2130 Fifth Ave. 

 



59 

Mellon Arena, which is surrounded by about 2,500 surface 
parking spaces, seats about 17,500. The new arena will seat 
roughly 18,500 and includes plans for a 500-car garage and a 
150-car surface parking lot.  

“They are adding all of those seats to the new arena,” but not 
expanding parking capacity, Williams said.  

The opening of additional surface lots is temporary, Williams 
said. He said the company’s three-year plan—still in 
development—calls for consolidation of the surface parking 
into a large garage and the development of the empty lots into 
housing and commercial space.  

Plans to add surface parking in the neighborhood have faced 
opposition in the past. In 2000, former City Councilman Sala 
Udin proposed a five-year moratorium—never adopted—on 
new surface parking along Fifth and Forbes avenues from 
Downtown to Oakland.  

“The Uptown community is being turned into one whole 
surface parking lot,” said Udin, who now serves as president 
and CEO of Pittsburgh’s Coro Center for Civic Leadership. “If 
you don’t control it, the whole community turns into a sea of 
parking lots.”  

State Rep. Jake Wheatley, a Democrat whose district includes 
Uptown, expressed similar concerns. “We want to make sure 
that the appropriate development happens there . . . actual 
development and not just surface parking,” Wheatley said.  

But City Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who took over Udin’s 
seat on council, said that the city has facilitated meetings 
between Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh—a community 
group—and Sal Williams Real Estate Investments to come to 
an agreement on the proposal.  

Payne said the community and the city requested that the 
company install sidewalks, trees, fencing and retaining walls 
in the vicinity of the surface parking.  

“They have basically complied with the issues,” Payne said.  

Renee Aldrich, co-chairwoman of Uptown Partners of 
Pittsburgh, said she expects to reach an agreement with the 
company prior to the June 26 meeting. “We are working with 
(Williams) to make sure that we are meeting the needs of the 
community and Sal Williams Real Estate,” Aldrich said.  
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Pittsburgh Business Times, June 27, 2008 

Uptown Parking Plan Delayed 
Ben Semmes  

A hearing for a controversial plan to more than double the 
Uptown parking spaces controlled by Sal Williams Real Estate 
Investments has been continued until next month. The item, 
which was scheduled to be heard Thursday, will now go 
before the city's Zoning Board of Adjustment on the morning 
of Thursday, July 17.  

A community group, Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh, requested 
a continuance as it continues to hammer out an agreement with 
Sal Williams Real Estate Investments, said Alice Mitinger, a 
member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment and a lawyer at 
Downtown-based Thorp Reed & Armstrong LLP.  

The parking plan would expand the company's surface lot 
spaces from about 180 to nearly 500 in 16 lots. The expansion 
would entail the opening of new lots, the demolition of at least 
one building at 2130 Fifth Ave. and zoning variances to allow 
additional parking on existing lots from the 1000 block to the 
1900 block of Fifth Avenue. 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, July 31, 2008 

Tentative Deal Reached on Uptown Parking Lots 

A real estate developer will be allowed to operate and 
improve 14 Uptown parking lots if Pittsburgh’s Zoning Board 
of Adjustment approves an agreement reached this morning 
between the developer and community groups. The board will 
listen to testimony on two additional lots next month.  

The lots are owned by Salvatore C. Williams of Carnegie, who 
was cited by Pittsburgh officials last year for operating illegal 
parking lots near the planned $290 million Penguins hockey 
arena. 

The lots lacked proper permits and drew concern from some 
residents due to their condition.  

Under the new agreement, Sal Williams Real Estate 
Investments would pay $42,000 for a tree-planting fund and 
several thousand dollars more for landscaping and tree-care 
training classes. 
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Williams’ company, which stands to benefit from the 
completion of the arena, would not be allowed to offer event 
parking east of Dinwiddie Street.  

In exchange, the community group Uptown Partners said it 
will drop its opposition to Williams’ zoning board application.  

“It’s essentially what we had been negotiating,” said Arnold 
Horovitz, an attorney for Uptown Parners. “We kind of get 
what we want, and he gets what I think he wants.”  

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, August 1, 2008 

$45,000 Deal Reached for Uptown Parking Lot Operations 
Jeremy Boren; Justin Vellucci  

A developer will be allowed to operate and improve more 
than a dozen Uptown parking lots if Pittsburgh’s Zoning 
Board of Adjustment OKs an agreement reached Thursday 
between the developer and community groups.  

Salvatore C. Williams of Carnegie would pay for beautification 
efforts in exchange for permission to run his Fifth Avenue lots, 
which sit near the planned $290 million Penguins arena, for up 
to six years. 

Williams would pay $42,000 for a tree-planting fund and 
several thousand dollars more for parking lot landscaping and 
tree care training classes for residents. He would not be able to 
offer arena event parking east of Dinwiddie Street.  

In exchange, the community group Uptown Partners said it 
would drop its opposition to Williams’ zoning board 
applications.  

“It’s essentially what we had been negotiating,” said Arnold 
Horovitz, an attorney for Uptown Partners, a group that 
includes residents, business owners and representatives of 
UPMC Mercy and Duquesne University. 

“We kind of get what we want, and he gets what I think he 
wants.”  

Anthony F. Williams, who runs his father’s real estate 
business, said the parking lots are only part of the company’s 
real estate portfolio, which will include 140 Uptown properties 
by the end of the year.  
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“I think they finally realized they were misguided,” he said of 
those who opposed the use of the parking lots. “We’ve really 
been trying to do the right thing.”  

Pittsburgh officials cited Salvatore Williams last year for 
operating surface parking lots that lacked proper permits near 
the site of the planned arena. Residents complained about the 
condition of the property.  

“There are a lot of vacant lots that are overgrown and an 
eyesore to the community,” said Tom Conroy, an Uptown 
businessman. “It’s a blight in those specific lots.”  

Some neighbors complained about the lots during the zoning 
board hearing, but the Williamses found supporters and 
sympathizers.  

“Until the area is developed, nothing will work better to 
improve the corridor than demolition followed by parking,” 
real estate agent and Fifth-Forbes corridor property owner 
Edward M. Goldston testified. 

“Development will come if we can show that the unsavory 
street element can no longer flourish here. Parking is a great 
temporary answer and a proper interim activity.”  

The zoning board could decide whether to approve the 
tentative agreement within nine weeks, said board 
Chairwoman Wrenna Watson. The board plans to listen to 
testimony on two additional Williams parking lots Sept. 11. 
Uptown Partners still opposes the use of the lots, Horovitz said.  

Pittsburgh Business Times, August 15, 2008 

Uptown's future Looking Brighter as Developers 
Take Notice 

Ben Semmes  

Uptown, a long ignored corridor leading from Oakland to 
Downtown, may finally get some attention. With work on the 
new Pittsburgh Penguins arena underway, area developers are 
eying the neighborhood for future opportunities. 

Sal Williams Real Estate Investments, one of Uptown’s largest 
landowners, has been amassing property in Uptown for 
decades and has pledged to convert a sea of surface parking 
lots into new development. 
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Thus far, the company has attracted the interest of at least one 
developer with its long-term plans to convert about 16 surface 
parking lots along Fifth Avenue into housing, retail and office 
space. 

Linda Metropulos, the developer behind the Blackbird Lofts 
and Ice House Artist Studios in Lawrenceville, has been 
working with Sal Williams Real Estate for several months to 
identify opportunities in the neighborhood. She declined to 
identify potential projects, but said Uptown has become a 
focus for her firm. 

“You have a neighborhood that has seen a lot of 
disinvestment,” she said. “I saw the opportunity and the need. 
It just struck me that this neighborhood has this rich history 
and this great location.” 

Sal Williams Real Estate, which owns about 140 parcels in the 
Uptown neighborhood, received city approval last month to 
expand the company’s parking capacity along Fifth Avenue 
with a limit of six years—the time the company says it will 
need to interest developers in the neighborhood. 

“We want to take away the surface parking lots as soon as 
possible,” said Tony Williams, who manages Uptown 
property for the company. 

So far, the firm has had one major success with its strategy of 
amassing property and then selling to developers. At the end 
of 2004, Duquesne University paid $8 million for several 
parcels at Forbes Avenue and Chatham Square to construct its 
126,000-square-foot, $30 million Power Center, featuring a 
two-level Barnes & Noble Inc. bookstore connected to the 
campus by way of a 138-foot skywalk. 

Sal Williams Real Estate, which owned about 40 percent of the 
properties used in the Duquesne development, made $3.2 
million in the deal.  

Metropulos, along with Strip District-based Rothschild Doyno 
Collaborative architects, has secured $40,000 from Sal 
Williams Real Estate, the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighborhood 
Development to fund a three-month planning process with 
community groups Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh, the Hill 
House Economic Development Corp. and Oakland Planning & 
Development Corp. Metropulos said the process will help 
generate a vision for development in the neighborhood. 
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Some local developers say the timing could be right to pursue 
opportunities in Uptown. “I think property down there is 
much more in play than in recent history,” said Bill Gatti, 
president of Oakland-based TREK Development. 

Gatti said construction of the new hockey arena and 
development fueled by Duquesne University and Mercy 
Hospital—at the base of Uptown closest to the central business 
district—have pushed the company to consider the area, 
although he declined to identify specific projects, and TREK 
has not yet purchased property in the neighborhood. 

“I think the time is obviously right with the new arena 
development,” said Karl Schlachter, senior vice president and 
head of the Pittsburgh office of McCormack Baron Salazar Inc., 
which has developed several residential projects in the Hill 
District. The company did not identify any immediate plans 
for the Uptown area. 

Pittsburgh Business Times, July 31, 2008 

Parking Operator Sal Williams Offers 
Concessions on Uptown Project 

Ben Semmes  

Developer Sal Williams Real Estate Investments reached 
agreement Thursday with an Uptown Pittsburgh community 
group after agreeing to a time limit for new surface parking 
lots in the neighborhood. 

The original plan, proposed by Sal Williams Real Estate 
Investments, one of Uptown’s largest landlords, called for 
expanding the company’s parking capacity from 180 spaces to 
nearly 500 along Fifth Avenue in the vicinity of the new 
Pittsburgh Penguins hockey arena. But community group 
Uptown Partners opposed the plan for creating an unattractive 
sea of asphalt. 

At a meeting of the city Zoning Board of Adjustment on 
Thursday, the two sides agreed to the bulk of Williams’ 
proposal in exchange for a condition limiting approval for 
most of the lots to six years and a $54,000 donation by the 
developer for landscaping, said Peter Smerd, an Uptown 
property owner and co-president of Uptown Partners. Sal 
Williams also agreed to a prohibition on event parking east of 
Dinwiddie Street. 
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The zoning board did not vote on the proposal Thursday. It 
will consider a revised proposal that Sal Williams Real Estate 
and Uptown Partners will submit in the next few days, 
according to Arnold Horowitz, an attorney for Uptown 
Partners. Then the board will have 45 days to act on the 
revised proposal. 

Consideration of the remaining two lots in the 1800 and 1900 
blocks of Fifth Avenue, which Uptown Partners hopes to 
preserve as green space, will be heard in a separate meeting at 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment on Sept. 11. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 1, 2009; Page B-1 

Williams Family Helping Redevelop Uptown 
In Past at Odds with Leaders Over Vast Real Estate Holdings 

Mark Belko 

 
Rebecca Droke, Post-Gazette 

Tony Williams, right, and his son, Carmen, are part of the 
redevelopment effort of Uptown that is taking place with 
the construction of the new arena and possible Duquesne 
University expansion. 

When Tony Williams dreams about Uptown, he doesn’t see 
parking lots. That’s surprising considering that parking has 
been a big part of his family’s business—and a source of 
tension in Uptown—for years. 

But to hear Mr. Williams tell it, those days are over. Parking, 
he said, “means nothing to us. We actually hate parking. “I 
want to prove to [critics] I’m not a parking lot guy, I’m an 
Uptown guy.” 
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The vow can be nothing but good news to the neighborhood, 
which may be poised for major redevelopment with 
construction of the new hockey arena and possible expansion 
by Duquesne University and UPMC Mercy. 

If Uptown is to become more than a drive-through to 
someplace else, it will take the involvement of Sal Williams 
and his family, including son Tony, who is running the 
business. 

Through Sal Williams Real Estate Investments, the family 
controls more than 150 parcels of property in the 
neighborhood, at least by Tony Williams’ count. Many of them 
are located along Fifth Avenue, a prime thoroughfare into 
Downtown from Oakland. 

More than a few of those parcels are parking or vacant lots. 

“I think they’re pretty important,” Jeanne McNutt, 
chairwoman of the housing and economic development 
committee of Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh, said of the 
Williamses. “They obviously control quite a bit of real estate 
here.” 

Uptown’s dealings with the Williams family haven’t always 
been pleasant. In July, residents and community groups were 
prepared to battle Williams Real Estate over plans to use 16 
properties for parking lots. 

In the end, a compromise was reached in which Tony 
Williams and his father agreed to use the parcels for parking 
for no longer than six more years. They also said they would 
pay the city $54,000 for new trees, landscaping and 
landscaping training to residents. 

Mr. Williams said the agreement essentially will put the 
parking lots out of business. That’s OK, he added, because the 
family never saw parking as the end game, but as a means to 
an end, that being development. 

At times in the past, crime, drugs and prostitution have 
flourished in Uptown, making redevelopment difficult, he 
said. 

“For a while all you could put here were parking lots. Nobody 
wanted to come here,” he said. 
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Rebecca Droke, Post-Gazette 

The Power Center is a new addition to the Duquesne 
University campus in Uptown. 

Some are skeptical of the Williams family’s professed interest 
in redeveloping Uptown. 

“I’m waiting to see the evidence. “[Sal Williams has] been in 
the Uptown area for a very long time. There shouldn’t be 
proclamations of what he plans to do. I want to see the 
evidence,” said former city Councilman Sala Udin, who 
represented Uptown. 

Told that the family said it wants to be at the forefront of the 
green development movement, Mr. Udin replied, “It will be 
green all right, the color of money.” 
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Mr. Udin, now president and chief executive officer of Coro 
Center for Civic Leadership in Pittsburgh, said one of his 
biggest regrets on council was not pressing harder for a 
proposed moratorium against demolishing buildings for 
surface parking in Uptown. 

“I didn’t follow through with it. It was one of the most serious 
mistakes of my council tenure. It allowed them to continue to 
demolish and build parking lots and I had been assured they 
would not do that,” he said. 

However, some of the Uptown leaders who have fought the 
Williams family in the past said they are willing to take them 
at their word. 

“I think we all agree it is a new day here. We want to keep 
things positive, to keep moving forward,” Ms. McNutt said. “I 
believe they really want to develop their properties.” 

Peter Smerd, Uptown Partners co-president, said he sees 
sincerity in the family’s actions. Tony Williams, for example, is 
a member of the Uptown Partners board. Mr. Smerd said the 
parking settlement will result in 200 trees being planted in the 
neighborhood, funded by Williams Real Estate. 

The Williams family also donated $10,000 toward the Uptown 
Visioning Project, a new endeavor aimed at creating a road 
map for future development. 

“I see those as good signs,” Mr. Smerd said. “Tony Williams is 
the next generation and he’s playing a more active role than 
his dad did.” 

Tony Williams said the notion that his family was all about 
parking is an inaccurate one. He estimates that Williams Real 
Estate has poured more than $8 million into buying and 
redeveloping properties over the years. 

That includes purchasing, remodeling and later selling a 
building on Fifth Avenue that is now the headquarters of 
Orbital Engineering. The company also rehabilitated the 
former Merchants Savings Bank and Trust on Fifth Avenue 
and redeveloped a property on Forbes that first housed the 
Program for Female Offenders and now is headquarters for an 
eye doctor group. 

His father, he said, also has bought suspected crack houses or 
buildings near collapse and either remodeled or razed them 
for parking or green space. 
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Rebecca Droke, Post-Gazette 

Tony Williams, right, and his son, Carmen, are part of 
the redevelopment effort of Uptown that is taking place 
with the construction of the new arena and possible 
Duquesne University expansion. 

For the family to be linked solely to parking lots “is not fair,” 
he said. 

“We put our whole life and blood into Uptown. You always 
get people who criticize. We’re the only ones doing anything.” 

Sal Williams, 80, was born and raised in a row house on Tustin 
Alley near Mercy Hospital, the oldest of 11 children. He 
purchased his first property in 1976 on Fifth Avenue for $8,000. 
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He has had his share of ups and downs over the years. He was 
identified as a Cosa Nostra associate in a 1991 report by the 
former Pennsylvania Crime Commission, an affiliation Tony 
Williams said was “stupid” and inaccurate. He also pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy and conducting an illegal gambling 
business in July 1996 and served nine months in federal prison. 

City Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who now represents 
Uptown and who received campaign contributions from the 
owners of Williams Real Estate in 2005, spoke highly of Sal 
Williams. As ex-president of the Uptown Community Action 
Group, Ms. Payne said the organization sometimes turned to 
him to buy problem properties and tear them down when the 
city wouldn’t. 

“He’s definitely good for Uptown and he’s always been,” she 
said. “He’s always been a friend to the Uptown Community 
Action Group. That’s the truth. If I said anything else, I’d be 
lying on this man.” 

The Williams family may have plenty of opportunities to 
prove its sincerity. That’s because Uptown finally may be 
ready to escape the twin shadows of Downtown and Oakland, 
thanks to a convergence of powerful forces that could reshape 
the gritty neighborhood. 

The new arena scheduled to open in 2010 could anchor 
Uptown’s west end. On Forbes Avenue, Duquesne University 
already has built the $35 million Power Center, which includes 
a state-of-the-art rec center and a Barnes & Noble bookstore, 
and has future expansion plans. UPMC is mulling a possible 
expansion at Mercy Hospital that could include a new tower. 

The growth of UPMC and the University of Pittsburgh in 
Oakland has left little room to expand there. To some, that 
leaves Uptown as a next logical step for those institutions. 

“It’s an untapped resource just waiting to be used,” Mr. Smerd 
said. 

Just what will become of Uptown will be the subject of a 
meeting Wednesday sponsored by Uptown Partners, Oakland 
Planning and Development Corp. and the Hill House 
Economic Development Corp. as part of the visioning project. 

They have invited Uptown institutions, business owners, 
employees, students and others to share their views at the 
forum, which will run from 4:30 to 7:00 PM at Life’s Work, 
1323 Forbes Ave. 
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Linda Metropulos, of Metropulos Development, which is 
helping to lead the visioning project, hopes it will produce a 
plan that can be used to guide development over the next five 
to 10 years. She wants to have a final rendition by April. 

“This is a really good time for Uptown. It’s a natural place for 
development because it is the corridor between Oakland and 
Downtown. Oakland is pretty much saturated,” Duquesne 
University President Charles Dougherty said. 

Mr. Dougherty said Duquesne has plans eventually to 
redevelop a parking lot on the east side of the Power Center 
for academic or housing uses, with street-level retail. It’s also 
converting a Fifth Avenue building across from the new arena 
into a community wellness center that will offer services free 
or at a “very low cost.” 

Penguins President David Morehouse sees potential for the 
arena having the same kind of impact on Uptown as the 
Verizon Center, which turned a blighted, crime-infested 
section of Washington, DC, into a thriving entertainment and 
retail district. Others see a mix of retail, office and residential 
development in Uptown, geared toward Downtown workers, 
doctors, nurses and professors as well as students. 

Property acquisition may not be an issue. The Williams family, 
the city and the Urban Redevelopment Authority control well 
over 200 parcels in Uptown and the Lower Hill. Based on URA 
records, the city owns more than 150 parcels and the 
redevelopment authority nearly 50. 

One key focus likely will be the intersection of Fifth Avenue 
and Colwell and Dinwiddie streets, where a number of the 
property holdings intersect. It is seen as a residential hub. 

Tony Williams has his own ideas for redevelopment, though he 
said he will defer to the outcome of the visioning project before 
making any moves. He already has plans for a $1 million 
building at the corner of Fifth and Pride that would feature a 
restaurant, office space, apartments and a rooftop deck. 

Across the street in a vacant lot, he sees a boutique hotel or 
apartment building. Near the arena on two parking lots, he 
wants to develop high-end restaurants. But for Mr. Williams, 
the centerpiece rests on a hillside along Colwell Street near the 
Birmingham Bridge. There, on family-owned property, he 
wants to develop solar-powered, zero-emissions apartments 
or condos. 
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The perch offers magnificent views of the South Side and the 
Downtown skyline. 

“This is the catalytic project that connects everything,” he said 
on a recent day as he gushed over the views. “I’m in love.” 

It’s a $30 million project, by his own estimate, but one that 
could put Uptown on the map like never before—and perhaps 
even help change a family’s reputation. Even in the troubled 
economy, it’s a challenge worth accepting, Mr. Williams said. 

“At the end of the day, it’s not how much money you had in 
the bank, but what impact you’ve had on the city of 
Pittsburgh,” he said. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, May 10, 2009; Page B-1 

Grand Visions for Uptown Are Developing 
Mark Belko 

Community leaders target areas for improvement in 
the Fifth and Forbes corridor in an effort to reshape 
the gritty neighborhood into a hub for housing, 
offices and retail. 

Tens of thousands of people go through Uptown each day on 
their way to someplace else. Community leaders want to give 
them a reason to stop and stay awhile. 

After half a year of work, Uptown residents, business interests 
and other stakeholders have devised a plan aimed at 
transforming the gritty neighborhood wedged between 
Downtown and Oakland into a hub for housing, professional 
offices and retail. 

The Uptown Community Vision, put together with the help of 
a team of consultants, targets 12 areas for improvement in the 
Fifth and Forbes corridor, stretching from Washington Place 
and the new arena to the Birmingham Bridge and beyond, by 
2020. 

From one end to the other, there would be restaurants, 
apartments, professional offices, public art displays, trees and 
lighting, parks and bike trails, and programs to reduce crime 
and increase safety—all designed to turn Uptown into a 
“national example of uniting people, institutions and assets to 
effect positive change.” 
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It’s a daunting task for a neighborhood with a population of 
4,200 people, 3,500 of them students, which may be known 
more for parking lots and abandoned buildings than anything 
else. 

Extreme Makeover 
The six-month visioning process was the first step in changing 
that image. 

Consultants Metropulos Development, Rothschild Doyno 
Collaborative and GSP Consulting held a community forum, 
met with neighborhood stakeholders and worked with a 
steering committee to craft the proposal for an extreme 
makeover. 

“I think as a first step, it was a great first step. It got everyone 
to the table who needed to be there. There was a lot of 
engagement, a lot of enthusiasm and the vision is a good one,” 
said Linda Metropulos of Metropulos Development. 

Of the 12 areas singled out for improvement, three are 
identified as “catalytic projects” designed to get the ball rolling. 

They are: 
• Locust Street near UPMC Mercy, where the plan 

envisions a collaborative effort between the Uptown 
Partners community group and UPMC in developing 
new and restored homes, professional offices and 
neighborhood retail, perhaps in conjunction with a 
hospital expansion. 

• The project also would include new parks, street trees and 
lighting. A Locust Street “restaurant row and wellness 
center” would transition into a Gist Street arts district. 

• The Pride Street corridor. Labeled a “transit hub,” the 
report envisions mixed-use development in this area, 
with first-floor retail and upper-floor housing. There also 
would be integrated or structured parking. 

• The plan sees Pride Street as a natural link between 
ongoing redevelopment in the Bluff spawned by 
Duquesne University and UPMC Mercy and Crawford 
Square in the Hill District. 

• Jumonville Street to the Birmingham Bridge. The report 
calls for creation of a “diverse, progressive weed and seed 
program in this sector to increase safety and eradicate 
crime,” as well as development of parks and trails and 
restoration or demolition of blighted buildings. 
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“There’s been a lot of crime in that neighborhood and 
location,” Ms. Metropulos said.  

“The idea is to do a weed and seed, and try to eliminate some 
of the disincentive for living in that neighborhood.” 

Jeanne McNutt, chair of the housing and economic 
development committee for Uptown Partners, described the 
final product as a “very articulate plan . . . that really captured 
the thoughts and ideas of the community.” 

Overall, the plan calls for as many as 750 new housing units, 
400 for graduate students; as much as 275,000 square feet of 
professional medical office space and 100,000 square feet of 
research and tech space; and a mix of stores, entertainment 
venues, restaurants and services. 

In Step with Duquesne 
Steve Schillo, Duquesne University vice president for 
management and business, said the Uptown blueprint meshes 
well with the school’s master plan, part of which focuses on 
Forbes Avenue redevelopment. 

The university already has invested some $43.5 million on 
Forbes in building the Power Center, which includes state-of-
the-art recreation facilities, a Barnes & Noble bookstore and a 
sky bridge to its campus on the Bluff. 

It also has plans for housing, academic and office space, more 
retail and perhaps a theater on Forbes next to the Power 
Center. 

“We expected and hoped that the kind of design standards 
and the vision we stirred in our master plan would go beyond 
our borders, and this plan does that,” Mr. Schillo said. 

He, for one, sees a great need for more housing in Uptown, 
noting Duquesne residence halls are at capacity. The school 
provides no graduate student housing. 

“There is room for this development to take place alongside 
the existing residential population,” he said. 

Duquesne has 10,300 students, about 3,500 of whom live on 
campus. Mr. Schillo envisions a day when students will be 
able to leave campus to partake in restaurants, parks and 
amenities throughout Uptown. 
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Arena Redevelopment 
One area not initially targeted for redevelopment is Fifth 
Avenue near the new Consol Energy Center. While the plan 
calls for restaurants, street improvements and public art 
displays in this gateway, it sees no need to focus attention 
there at first. 

Ms. Metropulos said the arena project already is creating 
enough momentum. 

“In a way, it didn’t have to be one of the projects the 
community had to work on because it’s already being worked 
on,” she said. 

However, while praising the overall report, city Urban 
Redevelopment Authority Executive Director Rob Stephany 
said he believes the arena area deserves immediate attention. 

“We’re not Miami. You can’t assume you can create a spark 
and a wildfire will ensure,” he said. “From my vantage point, 
the arena will be a success when it’s part of an arena district, 
not an event by itself. 

“I think we owe it to ourselves to be purposeful in making 
sure there’s the right mix of uses to capture peoples’ hearts 
and pocketbooks.” 

Finding Resources 
Regardless of the order, the plan will need significant capital 
investment, although it offered no cost estimates. Finding 
investors willing to take the risk during a period of recession 
and tight credit markets might be the biggest challenge of all. 

“I’m not sure what the most doable is,” said city 
Councilwoman Tonya Payne, who represents Uptown. “It 
depends on the capacity to raise enough money to do any of 
it.” 

She said community leaders must involve as many business 
interests as possible in the plan in hopes of attracting 
investment. She also sees a need for help from the URA, where 
she serves as a board member. 

Ms. McNutt went a step further, saying any public-private 
collaboration “needs a strong buy-in from the mayor down to 
bring a full spectrum of city resources to the table. This is a 
vision that deserves all the resources they can send our way.” 
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Mr. Stephany believes investors will be there, given Uptown’s 
untapped potential. He thinks resources such as historic and 
new market tax credits, so instrumental in redeveloping 
Downtown, can be used to help finance projects. He also sees a 
role for local banks. 

“I am optimistic that we are going to start to see people who 
want to take a risk and bring Uptown back,” he said. 

Mr. Schillo agrees. The university already has fielded inquiries 
from private investors interested in exploring possible 
partnerships. School studies have shown that about 1,000 cars 
drive the Fifth and Forbes corridor during the rush hour peak. 

“If you’re a private investor, you look at that and say, ‘That’s 
an opportunity,’” he said. 

The URA, Mr. Stephany said, will continue to play a role in 
filling funding gaps. “We’re going to close deals if we can 
close deals,” he said. 

An Agent of Change 
One key private stakeholder in any effort to transform 
Uptown is Tony Williams, whose family by his count controls 
more than 150 properties in the neighborhood, many along 
Fifth Avenue.  

More than a few are parking or vacant lots, a source of friction 
in the past. More recently, Mr. Williams has vowed to be an 
agent of change for the neighborhood. He called the final plan, 
part of which his family funded, “pretty darn good.” 

Mr. Williams is ready to invest. He hopes to start construction 
by year’s end on a development in the 1600 block of Fifth, a 
couple of blocks from Pride Street. 

There he has plans to build apartments geared toward UPMC 
Mercy employees and Duquesne graduate students mixed 
with first-floor retail, underground parking and a green roof. 

“If the bank says OK, I’m going to do it,” he said. “It looks like 
nobody else is going to do it. They’re afraid. I don’t know 
why. I think it’s a great area.” 

Mr. Williams would like to build as many as 1,000 apartment 
units in Uptown over the next 10 years. 
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To help implement and drive the overall vision, the plan calls 
for creation of a public-private task force made up of 
neighborhood institutions such as Duquesne, UPMC and the 
Penguins; funders; and government agencies to work with 
Uptown Partners. Building consensus and investment might 
be difficult given the various players. But the payoff could be 
huge. 

“It’s really a wonderful neighborhood in the city, and you can 
imagine what it would look like in 10 years with the right 
leadership and guidance,” Ms. Metropulos said. “It really can 
be a gem in the city.”  

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 7, 2009; Page B-7 

Catching Up with Uptown[1] 
Dawn Walhausen; Abby Wilson 

The often-unseen neighborhood between Downtown 
and Oakland is coming into focus. At the “Pop Up” 
event last weekend, Dawn Walhausen and Abby 
Wilson captured stories of longtime Uptown 
residents and curious newcomers alike.  

UPTOWN: Its name is emblazoned 
on flags, trash receptacles and a 
number of buildings, but you won’t 
find it on an official map of 
Pittsburgh. 

Its population has dwindled 
significantly in the last three 
decades, and many of its blocks are 
home to a vacant lots and 
abandoned homes that contrast 
sharply with the iconic skyline, 
whose skyscrapers are just a few 
minutes’ walk away. 

But last Saturday, May 30, Uptown 
came to life in a “what if” way 
intended to capture the imaginations 
of first-time visitors and longtime 
residents alike. 
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Jugglers, street vendors, painters, deejays, cyclists, nuns and 
politicians crowded into four blocks of urban real estate that, 
for a short but sweet time, realized its potential. It was called 
“Pop Up Pittsburgh: Uptown on the Move.” 

Between the Birmingham Bridge and Downtown, Fifth 
Avenue to the north and the Boulevard of the Allies on the 
south, and bordered by the Hill District, Oakland and 
Downtown, Pittsburgh’s “Uptown” neighborhood, on an 
average day, is often a drive-by indifference or a parking lot, 
or just invisible as commuters head Downtown to work or 
play. 

Last fall, 43 emerging leaders in Leadership Pittsburgh’s 
Leadership Development Initiative program were asked to 
think creatively about the problem of vacancy in the city’s 
Uptown neighborhood. Cleveland’s “Pop Up City” program 
was handed to them as a model to adapt. 

Pittsburgh’s vacancy rates are outpaced by a number of cities 
across the Great Lakes region, but Uptown is one of several 
neighborhoods here that struggle to redefine themselves amid 
demographic and economic shifts that have reduced other 
communities in America’s older industrial cities to skeletal 
remnants of once-thriving microcosms of American progress. 

Uptown’s relative desolation is all the more confounding, 
given its physical centrality in the city, its vitality as a transit 
corridor, its enviable position high above the Monongahela 
River, and its relationship to major institutions like Duquesne 
University and UPMC Mercy. 

The “Pop Up” concept was the brainchild of Ohio city planner 
Terri Schwartz, who pitched the idea of a series of “temporary 
events and installations that occupy vacant buildings and 
activate vacant land in ways that shine a spotlight on some of 
Cleveland’s spectacular but underutilized properties” to the 
Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative. 

The concept made its way east via the Great Lakes Urban 
Exchange, a platform and connector for young people 
interested in Rust Belt revitalization, and less than a year later, 
a partnership with the Uptown community to pepper its 
streets and homes and businesses with possibility came to 
fruition. 
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We spent the day in Uptown gardens, touring row houses and 
criss-crossing the alleyways that run between Gist Street and 
Miltenberger, Fifth and the Boulevard of the Allies, in an effort 
to capture the essence of a Pittsburgh place many people miss 
on their way somewhere else. 

At the Corner of Locust and Gist 
Bery Townsend, below left, an immigrant from Jamaica, lives 
near artist James Simon, who keeps roosters. “I would hear 
them at 2:00 in the morning,” she said. “It sounded like home.” 

 

LaMarcus Thurman and Jennifer Caul, both from the 
Leadership Development Initiative class that organized the 
event, were excited about the opportunity to bring attention to 
a neighborhood they had both grown to love over the last 
several months. 

“I am thrilled to see people from the neighborhood coming 
out of their houses to participate,” Jennifer said. “This is for 
them.” 

Marianne Abel, above right, moved back to Uptown in 1995 
from California and wouldn’t trade the view of the river from 
her window for anything. “I’ve lived here for 500 years, and 
I’m not going anywhere.” 
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Amy Maxwell, above left, and Sara Emhof drove down for the 
day from Buffalo, where they are thinking about putting on 
their own Pop Up event. 

1919 Forbes Avenue 
Urbanist and pharmacist Dr. Chip Fetrow introduced his 
father to visitors, neighbors and tenants at the soft opening of 
his Asylum Coffee Bar, situated below the River City Flats he 
personally renovated at 1919 Forbes Ave. 

“I always wanted to do something like this,” he said. 

When asked about the biggest factor to which he attributed 
the neighborhood’s gradual turnaround, he didn’t hesitate: 
“Presence—of people—walking their dogs, walking to work. 
People who care, out there, seeing and being seen.” 

James Simon’s Studio, 305 Gist Street 
We stopped in at James Simon’s studio to witness the 
theatrical premiere of What Haven’t Ya Heard, a musical about 
friends coming to terms with the economic crisis. 

In the garden performance space, we met Alex Lemanski, 
below left, and Monica Muli with whom we could only 
communicate the very basics. They are two of Uptown’s many 
deaf residents and regular visitors. 



81 

 

The neighborhood is a natural magnet for them, given the 
presence of the Pittsburgh Association of the Deaf around the 
corner at Forbes and Gist. Members of the Association 
volunteered for the event throughout the day, and opened up 
their space to airing of the Leadership Development Initiative 
class’s oral history project, which was translated into sign 
language. 

Outside James Simon’s Studio 
Ed D’Angelo, owner of Forbes Auto Body, one of the oldest 
businesses in the neighborhood, talked with friends outside 
the studio about the history of James’ building. 

“This is the original wood,” he said. “They used to bring the 
wagons in here and weigh them. And over there, on the other 
side of those doors—that was a scrap yard.” 

We asked him who remembered from the street as a child. 

“Joe Penna walked around the neighborhood with pants legs 
that were different legs and a Vicks nasal spray container 
sticking out of his nose. He used to throw paintbrushes at us 
and call us names.” 

Tony Lynn scooped homemade ice cream out of a plastic jug 
and received guests from his station on the sidewalk. 

“I’ve owned property here for 40 years and lived here for 20,” 
he said. He demurred at the suggestion of a secret ingredient 
“It’s eggs and heavy cream and vanilla, you know, the basics.” 
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Around the corner on Locust, Sandy Dougherty, below, who 
was born in Uptown in 1952 in the lot adjacent to her current 
home. 

 

“I came back here from South Park because my mother was 
sick and my daughter was born with spina bifida. We can 
walk to Mercy.” 

She recalled when the street was lined with trees on both 
sides. “But they ripped up the sidewalk,” she said, “and no 
one ever tried to bring them back.” 

120 Miltenberger 
Anthony Kane and his aunt Hazel marveled at the afternoon’s 
activity outside 120 Miltenberger. Hazel, one of 10 children, 
never had children of her own, but voiced pride in her 
nephew’s pursuit of his masters in social work. Anthony 
moved away for college, but was back for the summer. 

“I grew up at Forbes and Van Braam,” he said. “I’ve 
been here 15 years—I remember playing football in 
the parking lot, and learning how to ride my bike 
down the street and later tying my bike to my friend’s 
handlebars and trying to stay balanced while she 
pulled me along.  

Let’s just say there were a few accidents. . . . I watched 
them tear down houses and pave parking lots, and 
I’ve seen them build new houses near Mercy. Things 
are changing. Very, very slowly.” 
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1838 Tustin 

Joe Shepler, a painter “in the 
European Expressionist style,” 
has lived in an old Fruit 
Vendor’s garage since 1983. 

He showed us his studio, and 
gave us a copy of a Pittsburgh 
Press article about his work 
during his first winter in the 
space. The piece, by Sylvia 
Sachs, quoted Shepler as 
saying that the presence of four 
artists on his block as “mere 
coincidence.” 

“I don’t like to be around other 
artists when I’m working. 
There’s too much temptation 
to take off for coffee breaks. 
Painting is a lonely profession. 
. . . I like the isolation of this 
place,” he said in the article. 

When asked him if the slow migration of artists to Uptown 
interfered with his love of isolation, he merely expressed hope 
that we Uptown keep its identity. 

“Let’s just not become Shadyside—or Brooklyn.” 

Laila, 5, said she wishes there were balloons here every day. 

114 Miltenberger 
During a house tour, Brian Hall, 25, a lifelong Uptown 
resident, shared his pleasure that this kind of activity has 
returned to Uptown. 

“For the old block parties, they had karaoke in the street. But 
no matter what changes here, I can still see Downtown and 
South Side, and walk to them both in minutes. You can’t beat 
it.” He walked downstairs and noticed an outdoor pool in the 
neighbor’s lot. “I didn’t know their yard could fit that.” 

Lenny Chan, a Leadership Development Initiative class 
member from Baldwin: “I ride up and down Forbes and 
Fifth—I’ve passed through, but I had no idea what was 
happening back here until we got involved with this project.” 
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Locust and Miltenberger 
Sisters Placidus and Carolyn passed a long line of children 
waiting to ascend the climbing wall (brought by Venture 
Outdoors for the event). Both of them have been involved with 
Uptown Partners, and have high hopes for this neighborhood, 
where they have lived for more than 40 years. 

Sister Carolyn nonetheless urged that developers keep 
neighborhood children in mind during the implementation of 
revitalization plans. 

“We used to have a parking lot with hoops,” she recalled, “but 
now there is a new house sitting on that spot. We’re happy to 
have the houses, but the kids need a place to go, too!” 

 
Dawn Walhausen is an editor at the Journal of 
Economic Literature. Abby Wilson, a co-founder of the 
Great Lakes Urban Exchange, is a student at the 
University of Pittsburgh Law School. For more 
information, see <www.popuppittsburgh.com>. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 10, 2009; Page B-1 

Movie Buff’s Effort Saves a Building of Paramount 
Importance to Film History 

Diana Nelson Jones 

If it hadn’t been for a 21-year-old film buff, the building at 
1727 Boulevard of the Allies, Uptown, might have remained a 
wallflower before slipping away unnoticed. 

Drew Levinson entered a video contest last winter sponsored 
by the Young Preservationists Association of Pittsburgh for 
students 25 and younger. His video about the Paramount 
Pictures Film Exchange Building won the contest and brought 
the building to the attention of preservationists. He beamed 
when the city’s Historic Review Commission recommended 
historic designation for the building last week. 

“It’s exciting,” he said. “I’m amazed at how fast I’ve gotten 
into historic preservation.” 

Mr. Levinson was taking classes at Pittsburgh Filmmakers 
when he made his video about the building. He used 1955 
footage of the 50th anniversary parade through Downtown 
that celebrated the birth of the Nickelodeon in Pittsburgh. 
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“So many people don’t know Pittsburgh’s film history,” said 
Dawn Keezer, director of the Pittsburgh Film Office. “This 
building is one of the last representatives of that era.” 

Paramount built what it called the Paramount Pictures 
Distribution Corp. in 1926, the year it released Beau Geste, 
starring Ronald Colman. It sits in a row of buildings on the 
Boulevard of the Allies once owned by film studios, including 
Warner Bros. and 20th Century Fox. Local theater owners could 
go from one to the other screening films before booking them. 

They would have seen the Marx Brothers’ Animal Crackers and 
Duck Soup in the ’30s; The Lost Weekend in 1945; Come Back Little 
Sheba, Stalag 17, The Ten Commandments, The Rainmaker and I 
Married a Monster from Outer Space in the 1950s; The Odd Couple 
in 1968; Harold and Maude in 1971; and Lady Sings the Blues and 
The Godfather in 1972. 

It is not known exactly when Paramount closed its distribution 
company, known as a film exchange, in Pittsburgh. In the 
video, former Pittsburgh Press film critic Ed Blank said 
Pittsburgh’s population loss hurt theater revenue, making it 
“impractical” for studios to maintain operations. 

Two former film exchanges are now occupied by Harry Davis 
& Co. Real Estate and the Duquesne University Tamburitzans. 
Architecturally, the Paramount building is framed in terra 
cotta, with decorative scrollwork and egg-and-dart molding. 
Like all relics in disrepair, this one is one man’s trash and 
another’s treasure. 

Stanford G. Davis, chairman and CEO of Harry Davis & Co. 
Real Estate, calls the building “a disaster.” To Mr. Levinson, “it 
is marvelous.” Mr. Levinson is a production assistant on the 
Denzel Washington film Unstoppable, which is being filmed in 
Pittsburgh, and intends to finish college at some point, he said. 
He grew up in Squirrel Hill and passed the building often. 

“I noticed the majestic mountain [Paramount] emblem on that 
building when I was 15, and I knew there was a story there.” 

The building was last used by the county as a rodent-control 
warehouse. It was in the portfolio the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center bought from Mercy Hospital in 2006. Attorney 
David Montgomery, representing UPMC, argued against 
historic designation, saying the status would make the 
building less appealing to a prospective buyer. “We argued 
vehemently that it didn’t merit historical status,” he said. 
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Historic status cancels plans to raze a building. Mr. Levinson 
said he is convinced razing was UPMC’s intention. Dan 
Holland, CEO and founder of the Young Preservationists 
Association, said his group will help UPMC market the 
building. He has been in discussions with William Gordon of 
Gordon Atlantic in New York City. 

“We are interested in the building,” Mr. Gordon said. He has 
sent Mr. Holland a plan to renovate it as a clinic but was 
waiting to find out whether it would get historic status. 
Historic designation “is always encouraging in terms of tax 
credits,” he said. 

Mr. Davis said that he would “be all for” a productive use for 
the building, “but I don’t view it as having any historic value 
unless someone spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on it.” 

Jeanne McNutt of Uptown Partners, a neighborhood 
organization, said the group wants new development and 
“reuse of old, viable buildings that will bring vitality to the 
community. The Paramount building is a vestige of a cultural 
legacy that’s unique to Uptown.” 

Pittsburgh Business Times, February 26-March 4, 2010; Page 4 

Hill, Uptown Plans Start to Fall into Place 
Malia Spencer 

In the heart of Pittsburgh are two once vibrant communities 
working to reclaim their key location. The residents of 
Uptown and the Hill District—located between Downtown 
and Oakland—are banding together to revitalize their 
neighborhoods and turn them into homes for innovation-
oriented companies and neighborhood hot spots.  

The effort is an extension of years of community work to try to 
reverse the devastating effects of the urban renewal projects of 
the 1950s and the construction of the Civic Arena, when much 
of the area’s population was displaced. 

However, there is a renewed sense of excitement as 
community groups work with the area’s educational 
institutions and government to solidify a clear master plan for 
the corridor. Before, efforts in the area were more haphazard 
and created islands of development, said Rob Stephany, 
executive director of the Urban Redevelopment Authority, the 
agency taking the lead on the master planning process. 
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He noted that, since 1990, there has been roughly $300 million 
in investment in the Hill, but the projects haven’t been 
connected. 

In January, the URA, along with the Hill District Consensus 
Group, the city planning department and Allegheny County 
Economic Development began the formal process of creating a 
master plan for the Hill District. The $350,000 project is 
expected to take about 14 months and then be presented to the 
city, Stephany said.  

The mission of the latest effort “is to start to understand what 
the Hill in its entirety wants to be, and provide a market 
framework on how to get there,” he said. 

Meanwhile, many of the communities’ stakeholders are 
working on their own efforts through groups such as the 
Pittsburgh Central Keystone Innovation Zone, an organization 
that works to attract technology companies to inner city 
neighborhoods; Uptown Partners, which is working to 
enhance the Uptown neighborhood for its residents and 
businesses; and Pittsburgh Gateways, which is part of a group 
trying to save the historic Crawford Grill. 

“The stars are getting aligned,” said Steve Schillo, vice 
president for management and business at Duquesne 
University and president of the PCKIZ board. 

“It’s a tough neighborhood, and the community has not 
invested in the neighborhood, but from the successes that are 
happening, momentum is growing.” 

Building Momentum with the Arena 
The new CONSOL Energy Center is being viewed as a key 
ingredient to unlock this potential. 

The $320 million project is expected to be completed this 
summer and should draw more people to the Uptown area, 
especially with its main entrance on Fifth Avenue, Stephany 
said.  

“There is obvious potential with just the attendance of the 
games,” said Clarence Curry, senior diversity coordinator for 
the Sports and Exhibition Authority, the group that owns the 
arena. “We’re expecting in the long run that the 
redevelopment of the old arena site would lead to the same 
redevelopment that we see on the North Shore between the 
other stadiums.” 
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The arena has already helped spawn one project, a 142-room, 
$18 million Cambria Suites Hotel developed by Horizon 
Properties, which is expected to open this fall. 

The high-end hotel, on a one-acre site on Centre Avenue just 
above the arena, will also include a 9,000-square-foot 
restaurant that will be run by a third party, said J.P. Morgan, 
development manager with Horizon.  

“There is more potential for significant development there 
then there has been in a long time,” said Bill Clarkson, 
president of the Strategic Investment Fund, a private financing 
group that is providing part of the hotel financing. 

Success Built on Small Business 
Though the excitement over the area’s potential is almost 
palpable, it’s tempered by the fact that it has taken so long to 
get this far. 

“The reality is (businesses) need money,” said Dwight Mayo, 
CEO of Transportation Solutions, who moved his company to 
Uptown in 2006. 

He expects the area’s transformation to be slow until banks 
loosen up on money for small business development.  

To help those small businesses, the PCKIZ is working to offer 
programs and funding, while Uptown Partners is offering 
support and a voice in cleaning up the neighborhood. 

“The mission is to make Uptown a vibrant and productive and 
growing and green community, so that it can continue to be 
successful for both the residents of Uptown, as well as the 
businesses that are here now, but more importantly (for) the 
development of new residential space and business space,” 
said Janet Stout, director of Special Pathogens Laboratory and 
co-president of the 10-member Uptown Partners board of 
directors. 

The mere fact that residents and businesses in the area are 
organizing and finding a clear vision and setting priorities is 
important, said Sabina Deitrick, co-director of the Urban and 
Regional Analysis Program at the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Center for Social and Urban Research.  

“It’s important for neighborhoods to do a plan,” she said, 
pointing to successful revitalization efforts in East Liberty and 
the South Side that grew from a clear plan. 
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Breaking the Stereotype 
Still, those involved in the revitalization efforts acknowledge 
they are fighting the area’s rough reputation. But that is 
beginning to change as well. 

William Generett, executive director of the PCKIZ, said he is 
starting to get more calls from entrepreneurs who want to be 
in Uptown. 

“I am encouraged now,” he said of the nearly three-year-old 
KIZ, which has worked with more than a half-dozen 
companies to bring them into the area. “People are waking up 
to the fact of how centrally located we are.” 

The various groups also are trying to bring amenities to the 
neighborhood, such as a full service grocery store in the Hill. 
Generett also is actively working on projects with the 
education partners of the PCKIZ—Duquesne, Carlow 
University, Point Park University and Community College of 
Allegheny County—to ensure that the area’s residents have a 
shot at some of the jobs generated by these startups and 
ancillary businesses. 

For his part, Mayo plans to be involved in the community’s 
evolution, and he sees potential in creating a blend of office, 
residential and light industrial spaces. 

“I see there is a lot of promise now,” he said. “How quickly 
this all shakes out—this is going to take a lot of cooperation.” 

Pittsburgh Business Times, February 26-March 4, 2010; Page 6 

Entrepreneur Creates Incubator to Draw 
Start-Ups to Uptown 

Malia Spencer 

An artist by trade, Dale McNutt says he never envisioned 
himself the founder of a nonprofit organization—let alone an 
organization aimed at incubating small businesses. But it isn’t 
as big of a leap as it might seem since, at heart, McNutt is a 
creator. From his training as a set designer and master’s degree 
in painting at Carnegie Mellon University to establishing his 
own graphic design firms, McNutt has been building. 

Now the 61-year-old small business owner is building a 
nonprofit called StartUptown out of a converted 100-year-old 
building on Fifth Avenue. 
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“I didn’t anticipate the challenge and fun of creating it,” he said 
of the project unfolding within the walls of the 12,700-square-
foot building he purchased in 2002. 

When finished, it will offer space for start-up companies, while 
helping revitalize his Uptown neighborhood. By formalizing 
the nonprofit, which received state recognition in January, he 
can raise funds to help subsidize the rent of the small 
companies that find a home in his space. He is in the process of 
registering with the federal government as a 501(c)(3), and that 
process is expected to take six to nine months. 

He hasn’t raised any money yet, but is working on getting 
funding from the Pittsburgh Central Keystone Innovation 
Zone, which is helping him to establish StartUptown. 

William Generett, executive director of the PCKIZ, came 
across McNutt more than two years ago when he was taking 
inventory of commercial space within the zone’s borders. Ever 
since, he has been referring companies who might enjoy the 
offbeat space. 

“We found that different entrepreneurs want different things,” 
Generett said. “Some entrepreneurs love that space and the 
setting and the community environment that (McNutt) has 
created there.” 

Companies started moving in about two years ago and stay 
until they outgrow the space. So far, eight companies have 
leased space. 

In what he describes as “the big room,” McNutt has his own 
graphic design business, SoHo and Co., and Allpoint Systems, 
a software developer for 3D data scanning and modeling. 

Head upstairs and there’s a loft area that has space for four 
more companies and houses two: CloudFab, which offers 
customers access to 3D printing, and Eveos Corp., which 
created a service and platform to diagnose and treat sleep 
apnea. 

Two groups occupy the basement area, Lechtzer Inc., a specialty 
engineering firm that develops and builds prototypes, and 
HackPittsburgh, a technology cooperative. Rent is charged on a 
sliding scale and can range between $450 a month to $150 a 
month based on the size of the space and the business. 
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McNutt moved his own business to Uptown 18 years ago for 
economic reasons—the rent was cheaper than the $3,600 a 
month he was paying Downtown. His wife, Jeanne, also is 
involved in the neighborhood and is executive director of 
Uptown Partners. 

He has invested substantially in the project, with more than $1 
million into the building. Once StartUptown is established, he 
has a fundraising specialist lined up to help raise money that 
can be used to support the start-up companies. 

Steven Radney, CEO of Eveos, said locating his business in 
McNutt’s building is a perfect fit for his venture, describing 
the neighborhood’s location between Oakland and Downtown 
as “ripe” for development. 

Pittsburgh Business Times, February 26-March 4, 2010; Page 6 

Tiny Coffee Shop Paves a New Path by Being 
First to Open in Area 

Malia Spencer 

From behind the slate gray bar in his coffee shop on Forbes 
Avenue, Matt Hoover is keenly aware of the importance of his 
business to the Uptown community. 

“It’s a lot of pressure. Business is not booming, but it’s 
welcome pressure,” he said one snowy Thursday afternoon in 
February, as a single customer studied at a table. Asylum 
Coffee Bar opened its doors Oct. 10 at 1919 Forbes Ave. 

Hoover is a pioneer of sorts: Asylum is Uptown’s only coffee 
shop, and the first such establishment to open there in many 
years. So far, Hoover says he has a solid base of regulars he 
can count on every day, and the shop is able to essentially 
break even on its bills. 

However, the coffee bar is still struggling to generate revenue. 
When the shop opened, Hoover said he was bringing in about 
$200 to $300 a day. But now, the store is fighting the weather. 
Difficulties parking between piles of snow has slowed 
business to about $150 a day. 

As a result, the coffee shop is running on a shoestring budget, 
and Hoover is its only employee. He knew it wouldn’t be easy 
to run the business, but said the work is worth it. 
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“If it succeeds or fails, taking the risk will always be worth it,” 
he said. The business is financed by the building’s owner, 
Chip Fetrow, and the majority of the renovation was done 
with their own sweat equity. 

In addition, the coffee shop receives local support, which helps 
keep it going. During the renovations, much of the equipment 
came from local stores. 

The shop also has a commitment to using local vendors, 
including Dozen Bake Shop and Iron City Roasting Co., for its 
baked goods and coffee. Those involved in the community’s 
economic revitalization point to the coffee shop’s very 
existence as a sign of progress. 

“We would like to build upon the example of Asylum and 
create other destination points that bring people to Uptown,” 
said Janet Stout, co-president of Uptown Partners, a nonprofit 
group working to revitalize Uptown. 

William Generett, executive director of the Pittsburgh Central 
Keystone Innovation Zone, said he is committed to bringing 
amenities, such as Asylum, to Uptown. 

His group is working to create a technology cluster in the 
corridor between Downtown and Oakland, and to attract the 
types of businesses—coffee shops, restaurants, cafes—that 
start-ups like to be around. 

“The goal is to figure out how to get more people to the area,” 
he said. 

When the people are there, the amenities usually follow. Nick 
Pinkston, CEO of CloudFab, a startup company located 
nearby, said he is in the coffee shop at least once a week. 

“I do a lot of meetings over there,” he said. “I try to bring 
people into Uptown and use Asylum as the place.” 

Many of the people Pinkston brings are surprised the shop is 
even there, he said, but they all seem to like it. In fact, the 
name Asylum is meant to reflect that desire to create an oasis 
and refuge for the community to escape the pace of daily life. 

“I want this to be a venue,” Hoover said. “The community has 
gotten tired of being derelict, and they want to see it flourish.” 
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Williams Plans Apartment, Condo 
Complex Along Fifth Ave. 

Tim Schooley 

Tony Williams is working to make this the year that he begins 
converting his family’s empire of Uptown parking lots into a 
new residential community, starting with a 12-unit condo 
property and a new apartment building of between 50 and 100 
units. It’s all part of his larger goal to build 1,000 new 
residential units there over the next 10 years. 

Williams first became involved with Uptown redevelopment 
after his father, Sal, who grew up in Uptown, began buying up 
unwanted and rundown property in the area more than 30 
years ago. 

Today, the family owns about 150 properties along the Fifth 
and Forbes corridor, 38 of which Williams described as larger 
parcels. They also own several parking lots, and operate a 
business called Uptown Parking. 

“It seems like a no-brainer,” said Williams, who is the 
operations manager for Sal Williams Uptown Real Estate 
Investment. “We’re right in the middle of the universe here.” 

Williams is working with Downtown architecture firm 
FortyEighty Architecture to develop the two new properties. 
He estimated the projects could cost anywhere from $1.6 
million for the small condo project to more than $20 million 
for the apartment building. 

He declined to disclose which properties he intends to build 
on, but said they are located between the 1000 block and the 
1600 block on Fifth Avenue. 

Williams anticipates the condos will sell for $199,000, and the 
apartments would rent for between about $900 and $1,600 a 
month. The apartment building also would include first-floor 
retail space, he said. 

Williams cited both personal motivations, such as the desire 
for his 81-year-old father to see new development in his old 
neighborhood, and new opportunity stemming from the new 
arena and the ongoing expansion of fast-growing Duquesne 
University and UPMC Mercy hospital as reasons for why he 
wants to push forward with a new development this year. 



94 

He said he has a number of development partners involved, 
but declined to disclose their names. He also said he has the 
majority of the funding he needs in place, save for a small 
piece of gap financing for which he met with the city’s Urban 
Redevelopment Authority this week. 

Once ground breaking occurs, Williams expects the project to 
take about a year to build. The first tenants and buyers 
Williams is targeting will be the burgeoning population of 
students at Duquesne University just down the street. 

 “There’s not one empty house or apartment in Uptown that’s 
livable,” he said. 

Bridget Fare, a spokeswoman for the university, 
acknowledged Duquesne has no on-campus housing for its 
4,450 graduate students, and that its overall enrollment of 
more than 10,000 has experienced record-sized freshman 
classes for a number of years now. 

“With the record growth in the freshman classes each year, 
housing is certainly an issue that’s been front of mind,” Fare 
said, “Certainly, the right type of housing at the right rate 
would be attractive for graduate students here. There certainly 
would be a market for that.” 

Patty Burk, vice president of housing and economic 
development for the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership, sees 
strong potential for new residential development in a neighbor 
so close to Downtown, and she expects a lower priced option 
would fare well. 

“I see a lot of out-of-town developers who don’t understand 
why Uptown hasn’t taken off,” she said, noting the obvious 
benefits of it being so close to both Downtown and Oakland. 
“They would look at that as a home run. In any other city, that 
would be a home run. Why it isn’t, I have no idea.” 

Burk noted the obvious financing challenges any 
condominium project faces right now, adding that since 
October 2007, it has been nearly impossible to finance a new 
condo development. 

Key for Williams is whether he can generate strong enough 
presales, Burk said. 
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“Just because the commercial lending market is in the toilet 
doesn’t mean there isn’t demand,” she said. “The highest and 
best use for those properties is not parking lots. It is some kind 
of development.” 

Wondering himself why Uptown hasn’t revitalized sooner, 
Williams expects new residents will be ready to buy or rent 
quickly. 

“I think they’ll fill up like this,” he said, snapping his fingers. 

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, March 10, 2010 

Asylum Offers Tasty Coffee, Treats to  
Uptown Denizens 

Michael Machosky 

 
Sidney Davis, Tribune-Review 

A glimpse of one possible future has already taken root on 
Forbes—the sleek, stylish new Asylum Coffee Bar. 
Proprietor Matt Hoover lives upstairs, in the River City Flats 
loft apartments. His partner, Chip Feltrow, is the landlord.  

Uptown Pittsburgh, along the Fifth and Forbes corridor 
connecting Downtown to Oakland, is a desolate place, lined 
with boarded-up houses and storefronts. At most hours of the 
day, the only thing moving is traffic and windblown trash.  
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But get off the main drag, and the first buds of spring are 
breaking through Uptown’s long, hard winter—design studios 
and loft apartments are reclaiming old garages and industrial 
spaces, and the usual rumors of new development are getting 
harder to dismiss. 

A glimpse of one possible future has already taken root on 
Forbes—the sleek, stylish new Asylum Coffee Bar. Proprietor 
Matt Hoover lives upstairs, in the River City Flats loft 
apartments. His partner, Chip Feltrow, is the landlord.  

“(Feltrow) always had this idea that when the neighborhood 
began to really turn around, it would benefit from a 
coffeehouse,” Hoover says. “Social gathering places are one of 
the first things that go into a neighborhood whenever it starts 
to rediscover its identity.”  

Hoover left his job in the corporate world and committed to 
the long hours of a coffee shop—it’s still just him, though he 
has plans to hire other staffers soon—because he thought 
Uptown was ready. 

“It certainly wasn’t for the money,” Hoover says. 

Like so much of Pittsburgh, the building’s industrial past isn’t 
far away.  

“The building used to be a leather goods factory, owned by 
the gas company for years,” says Hoover. “An industrial artist 
bought the place in the ‘70s and stored stuff there. Chip 
bought it and remodeled everything into residential space. 
This space was also actually used in the Sinbad movie 
‘Houseguest.’ It was a tattoo parlor, and Sinbad’s apartment 
was upstairs.” 

Asylum offers most of the usual coffee shop standbys, but 
focuses on unique espresso drinks ($3 for 12 oz. to $4 for 20 oz.). 

“I have a sweet tooth,” Hoover explains. “I wanted a large 
menu of flavored lattes and mochas that you couldn’t get 
elsewhere, or had to specifically request. ‘The Marshmallow 
Man’ (toasted marshmallow mocha) is a popular one right 
now. I go through a lot of butterscotch lattes, brown sugar and 
cinnamon lattes, and the cheesecake latte.”  

Just about everything comes from local sources, from Coffee 
Tree Roasters coffee, to biscotti from Enrico Biscotti Company, 
to pastries, treats and savory pot pies from Dozen Bake Shop. 
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Sandwiches and wraps come from M-Catering, and Gullifty’s 
will supply desserts. Offerings and prices vary depending on 
what’s available that day. 

Soon, Hoover plans on having a coffee cart outside, so drivers 
can pick up coffee without leaving their cars. Later spring 
hours will begin in May. There are already plans to expand, 
serve wine, and host live entertainment. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, June 30, 2011; Page C-6 

7-Story Uptown Apartment Building Proposed 
49 1- or 2-Bedroom Units or Studios Seen 

Mark Belko  

Uptown is becoming a hotbed for residential development. A 
Sewickley developer is the latest to jump into the market with 
a proposal to erect a new apartment building in the 1600 block 
of Fifth Avenue. Castlebrook Development will go before the 
city’s zoning board of adjustment next month to request a 
variance to build a seven-story apartment complex at the 
location. 

The zoning in the area limits the height to three stories. The 
developer is planning as many as 49 market rate units at the 
site, which is now a parking lot, said Dave Laffey, 
Castlebrook’s pre-construction manager. It will be offering 
studios, one-bedroom and two-bedroom units for rent. 

Mr. Laffey said Castlebrook, which has done a lot of 
development in Beaver County, was attracted to Uptown by 
the surge in residential activity in that area and neighboring 
Downtown. 

“It seems like development spurs development. It seems like 
there’s some activity going on in the area,” he said. 
“Downtown’s kind of the heart of it all. Once Downtown is 
developed, the periphery or the outside edges are next to 
follow.” 

The apartment project will be Castlebrook’s first in the city, 
but the developer has extensive experience elsewhere. It 
developed the Stone Quarry Commons retail site in Center 
Township, Beaver County, adjacent to Beaver Valley Mall. 

It currently is working on River’s Bend, a mixed-use riverfront 
development on a brownfield site along Route 65 in Rochester. 
It is also developing a townhouse project in New Sewickley 
Township in Beaver County. 
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In Uptown, Castlebrook is teaming with Sal Williams, who 
owns the parking lot on which the apartments will be built, 
Mr. Laffey said. Castlebrook hopes to start construction in the 
fall and have the first units ready in about 12 months. 

The site is about four blocks from the Consol Energy Center 
and about two blocks from the former Fifth Avenue High 
School, where an investment group is converting the building 
into 65 loft apartments. 

Action-Housing Inc. also has plans to convert a Forbes Avenue 
warehouse known as the Shanahan Bakery into more than 40 
apartments targeting employees at Duquesne University and 
UPMC Mercy. 

“We don’t see it as competitive,” Mr. Laffey said of the other 
projects. “We think of it as competitive clustering. Everybody 
will benefit from the development.” 

Mr. Laffey said the Castlebrook development would target 
young professionals. He did not have a cost estimate for the 
project, nor did he know the rental rates, other than saying 
they would be market rate. 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, November 21, 2010; Page A-15 

Uptown: Pittsburgh’s Next Hot Neighborhood? 

 
Lake Fong, Post-Gazette 

Lynn Hyde, left, and Helen Perilloux, who both live in the 
Uptown area, and other volunteers work on a new 
community garden on Tustin Street. 
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Lake Fong, Post-Gazette 

Emily Ballinger moved to Tustin Street in Uptown six 
months ago. 

When Chris Spina went to Duquesne University in the 1970s, 
he didn’t think the area was a neighborhood. Most students 
commuted and few ventured to Fifth Avenue. 

The northern boundary of Uptown, Fifth Avenue now bustles 
with students, restaurant patrons, hockey fans, concert-goers, 
workers and potential investors. 

It’s a pivotal time for the roughly 905 households that nestle 
nearly invisibly into the industrial and institutional 
streetscape. Tens of thousands of drivers pass through every 
day without seeing the neighborhood. But it is starting to 
assert itself. 

On a recent balmy day, do-it-yourselfers on ladders pounded 
and painted along Locust and Tustin streets. Ed D’Angelo 
popped out of his Forbes Auto Repair shop on Gist Street to 
hail sculptor James Simon. Children were walking home from 
school. A dog barked. 

It was a village moment in a place that John Fleenor, a Gist 
Street resident and artist, calls “a work in progress.” 

The negative perception that dogs so many neighborhoods 
dogs Uptown. But Mr. Fleenor said that in the fixing up of first 
one then another house on his street, “we have seen a big 
difference.” 
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Lake Fong, Post-Gazette 

Jeanne McNutt, left, executive director of Uptown Partners, 
Nate Hurt, 45, of Uptown and other volunteers work on a 
new community garden on Tustin Street. 

“I think people think our crime is higher than it is,” said 
Jeanne McNutt, executive director of Uptown Partners. 
Uptown, which the city officially calls the Bluff, had 147 
serious crimes in 2009, similar to Upper Lawrenceville and 
Squirrel Hill North, albeit with a much smaller population. 

Ten years ago, when Mr. Simon moved into a warehouse on 
Gist, the street was a hangout for prostitutes. Neighbors 
relentlessly called 911, he said, and the nuisance has almost 
completely abated. 

“It’s now probably the way it was 30 years ago,” said Mr. 
D’Angelo. “It was good, then it flopped. Now it’s coming 
around again.” 

Jon Kasunic, a partner at Agency 1903, a TV-commercial 
production company, renovated a typesetting warehouse on 
Gist and moved the business there six years ago. 

“My wife said, ‘Are you crazy?’ but we were so happy to land 
here,” he said. “South Side was a little too hip, and we got 
graffiti. Here we have a lot of characters and local color” but 
so far no vandals. 

Longtime residents are proud to note the number of 
newcomers. 
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Lake Fong, Post-Gazette 

John Fleenor, 44, his wife, Helen Perilloux, 41, and their 8-
month-old daughter, Zephyrine Fleenor, are living on Gist 
Street, Uptown, a neighborhood that Mr. Fleenor calls “a 
work in progress.” 

Lynn Hyde grew up in Ben Avon and moved back to 
Pittsburgh from Brooklyn this year. 

“My dad’s a real estate agent,” she said, “and he said, ‘Why 
not Uptown?’ “ 

Two weeks ago, she closed on a two-bedroom house on 
Miltenberger Street. It has a patio and a view of Downtown. 

“It is such a fantastic location,” she said. “I can walk or bike to 
work. The neighbors are very friendly. They want to tell you 
where everything is. I feel very enthused.” 

Emily Ballinger scaled down several months ago from a large 
home in Lawrenceville. 

For its proximity to her job in Oakland, she chose Uptown, her 
third neighborhood since arriving in 1997 from Austin, Texas. 

In Squirrel Hill, the neighbors frowned about her family’s 
move to Lawrenceville, and when she moved to Tustin Street 
in a separation from her husband, her Lawrenceville 
neighbors showed the same concern. “They said, ‘You’re 
living there?’” 
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“Within a month here, I knew all my neighbors, from 
transplanted New Yorkers to people in Section 8 housing. The 
sense of neighborhood is amazing.” 

A three-minute walk from her door, Nate Hurt’s home faces 
the Boulevard of the Allies. He is so used to the sounds of cars, 
trucks, trains and barges that “it puts me right to sleep,” he 
said. 

He is raising two teenage daughters alone and is still alert to 
the occasional run-ins with solicitations for drugs and sex, but 
he said crime “is not as bad as it was.” 

Mr. Hurt grew up on Fifth Avenue and still considers Uptown 
intertwined with the Hill: “If Uptown looks good, the Hill 
looks good.” 

.-.-.-. 
Uptown’s emergence as a neighborhood owes in part to the 
Gist Street Reading Series, which ends next month after a 10-
year run. It has attracted thousands of people who Mr. Simon 
said might otherwise never have heard of Uptown or thought 
it was dangerous.  

Also, the multi-street summer festival that started as Uptown’s 
annual block party has become a draw beyond the 
neighborhood. 

An urban garden is being established on Tustin Street with 
Grow Pittsburgh’s support. 

Last year, Uptown Partners teamed up with the Oakland 
Planning and Development Corp. and the Hill House 
Economic Development Corp. in building a plan to address 
development, parking, housing, retail, transportation, green 
amenities and crime. The effort was funded by the Pittsburgh 
Partnership for Neighborhood Development and the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority. 

“Uptown is so much more than a transportation corridor,” 
said David Light, the partnership’s grant officer. “It represents 
growing and emerging artistic and technology communities.” 

A state tax-incentive for technology start-ups looped Uptown 
into an innovation zone that includes part of Downtown and 
the North Side. Most of 28 start-ups incubated in that program 
have stayed Uptown, said Steve Schillo, a vice president at 
Duquesne University. 
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The university has been instrumental in building a sense of 
place in the neighborhood, said Ms. McNutt. Mr. Schillo said 
the amenities on the street level of the Power Center on Forbes 
Avenue—a Barnes & Noble, the Red Ring restaurant, Jamba 
Juice and a Starbucks—“are good for our students and a shot 
in the arm for the neighborhood.” 

Public art is Mr. Simon’s form of community development. He 
and Mr. Fleenor have systematically created and installed 
street art on Gist, including two large paintings on houses and 
sculpture dogs on the sidewalk in front of the auto repair 
shop. 

The first piece, 10 years ago, was Mr. Simon’s gorilla sculpture 
peering out from his property. 

“King Kong got so much positive attention that I realized art 
can help neighborhoods like this, neighborhoods that nobody 
ever does anything for,” said Mr. Simon, who lives in a 
converted warehouse. 

It is one of numerous nontraditional living spaces Uptown. 

Mr. Spina recently transformed law offices that had been 
vacant for 10 years into apartments. 

He said his firm had listed the law offices “with three agents 
and got no interest.” Spina Law Associates occupies the 
second floor of the Fifth Avenue building.  

“I thought maybe residential would work here. “There’s so 
much energy,” he said, “and having students on the avenue is 
huge.” 

Development proposals are piling up—new restaurants in the 
Consol Energy Center, a residential “portal” project near the 
Birmingham Bridge, condos in the Fifth Avenue High School, 
renovation of a Fifth Avenue warehouse into apartments.  

Projects in the works include the URA’s housing development 
on Dinwiddie Street between Centre and Fifth avenues. 

“The Fifth Avenue corridor is a no-brainer,” said Kyra 
Straussman, director of real estate for the URA.  

“It has to be strong. It connects the two largest commercial 
areas in the city. That corridor is going to be a big focus for the 
next 10 years.” 
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Uptown Barber Is Still a Cut Above at 90 
Diana Nelson Jones 

 
Pam Panchak, Post-Gazette 

Archie Creighton, 90, reflects on his career as a barber during 
his birthday party at his shop in Uptown. 

Friends trailed into Archie Creighton’s Uptown barbershop 
through the afternoon and evening Saturday, some for 
haircuts, some to give him a hug, a card, a present.  

Mr. Creighton had turned 90 and was celebrating his 
customers, his ability to use a straight razor with big hands that 
don’t shake, having survived cancer for 20 years and being able 
“to get up, get myself dressed and make something to eat.” 

He still drives, takes care of Margaret, his wife of 58 years, and 
said he has no intention of retiring anytime soon. 

“When I’m 100,” he said, citing the promise of 120 years that 
the Lord makes to man in Genesis. 

“Uncle Archie, the guys talk about you all the time on the 
bus,” Michael Johnson said. 

“What do they say? ‘Isn’t he dead yet?’” said Mr. Creighton, 
eliciting laughter from a clutch of men who had assembled in 
the room behind the barber area to watch the Pitt football 
game on TV. 

Eight-year-old Mark Betts appeared in the doorway with his 
grandfather, the Rev. Booker Betts, behind him. 
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“Happy birthday Mr. Archie,” Mark said. 

“How are you doing?” Mr. Betts asked. 

“I’m blessed,” Mr. Creighton said. 

“I hear ya,” Mr. Betts said. “Muchas gracias for many years of 
service, with love and respect,” he said, bending toward the 
seated barber to give him a hug. “I love you. You’re like a 
father to me.” 

The men traded places, and Mr. Creighton tied a cape around 
Mr. Betts’ neck and began trimming his hair. 

A native Alabaman who reached the semifinals of the Golden 
Gloves boxing tournament in his youth, Mr. Creighton came 
to Pittsburgh after serving in the US Army from 1942 until 
1949, where he cut hair. “They were going to send me to 
Korea, and I wasn’t about to go,” he said. 

Having worked in sawmills and shipyards in the South, he 
didn’t seek barbering work in Pittsburgh at first. He worked 
briefly in the mills, trained to be a mechanic and worked 
construction, but he got his barber’s license in 1953. 

“You don’t make a lot at it, but you’ll never go hungry,” he 
said. 

He lives in Wilkinsburg but has spent most of his working life 
in the Hill District and Uptown. “It’s changed a lot,” he said. 
“Everything has. I’ve gone from the horse and buggy to a man 
on the moon to a Black man in the White House.” 

“This is walking history right here,” said Larry Morris, 
pointing at Mr. Creighton, his uncle. The two men barber 
together at the shop at 1924 Fifth Ave., which has been 
Archie’s Place for three years.  

For 29 years, Archie’s Place was at 1616 Fifth. Before that, Mr. 
Creighton barbered with Eddie Morris, Mr. Morris’ father, on 
Centre Avenue. He also worked for Woogie Harris at the 
Crystal Barber Shop. 

Mr. Creighton said his clientele is dwindling. “Most of ’ems 
dead, and a lot of young guys don’t want to sit in an old man’s 
chair.” He considered that and added, “Some do. One thing 
about a barber: Even the most important people have to take 
their hats off for him.”  
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Deaf Group Upbeat on Uptown 
Joe Smydo 

 
Lake Fong, Post-Gazette 

Laeveyyonna Moe, 3, of the South Side plays with a giant 
bubble at the Uptown street fair on Saturday. The festival is 
organized by the Uptown Partners. The Pittsburgh Association 
of the Deaf has been in the neighborhood since 1965.  

Bloomfield is the center of Pittsburgh’s Italian community, 
Oakland the city’s academic hub and the South Side the 
nightclub district. 

Uptown’s 46-year-old role as center of the city’s deaf 
community may not be as well known, but that could change 
as the neighborhood strives for revitalization. 

“We want a better neighborhood,” Cheryl Noschese, former 
president of the Pittsburgh Association for the Deaf, said 
Saturday at the third annual Uptown street fair. 

The event is sponsored by Uptown Partners, a community 
group made up of residents, businesses and nonprofits. 
Executive director Jeanne McNutt said she has made an effort 
to involve the association, one of the neighborhood’s most 
established stakeholders. 
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The association bought its Gist Street building in 1965 because 
of the central location, turned a dungeon-like basement into a 
banquet room and made other improvements. Now, it would 
like to see the rest of the neighborhood catch up. 

The wish list includes demolition of blighted buildings, more 
green space, apartments for graduate students and 
neighborhood retail. 

Uptown residents have to go to the South Side or other 
neighborhoods for groceries and coffee shops. “What about 
right here?” James C. Noschese, Ms. Noschese’s husband and 
an association officer, said through sign-language interpreter 
Vickie D’Avanzo. 

Situated between Downtown and Oakland, both bustling 
neighborhoods, Uptown is poised for growth, Ms. McNutt 
said. “There’s lots of opportunity.” 

Along the way, the deaf community may grow as well. Ms. 
McNutt cited plans to turn one former commercial building 
into apartments for people who are deaf or have vision-related 
disabilities. Mark Babich, the association’s president, said he’d 
like to see his group increase its membership, too. 

In one way, the association soon will be adopting a higher 
profile. It’s preparing to put a large mural depicting the deaf 
community and sign language on the side of its building. 

Notes 

[1]  An alternative title to “Catching Up with Uptown,” 
(located on page 77) which was copied from the Lexis 
Nexus database, is the title, “The Next Page: Catching 
Up with Uptown,” which appears on the Internet 
version.  

Comments 

These Uptown newspapers articles were compiled, 
transcribed, edited and formatted by Rex A. 
Coughenour, last updated on December 10, 2011. 
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